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Abstract:

This paper is attempting to examine different criteria of evaluating animated films followed by
viewing and selection committees, whether in academic programs, television channels or
specialized film festivals. It is trying to present a criteria model to achieve objectivity and
integrity in evaluating animation films.

While there are many pages of film criticism featured in newspapers and magazines every day;
as well as cinema-concerned Internet websites, one can easily note the tiny number of critics
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aimed towards animated films! Indeed, the art of animation was less fortunate than live action
films in terms of criticism attention. Surprisingly, this fact is contradicting with the raising
public interest in animated films and the number of festivals and TV channels dedicated today
for such films.

Taking into account the obvious absence of standardized criteria for evaluating films in general,
and animated films in particular, this paper addressed film criticism in general as a background,
keeping in mind the technical differences between a feature film and an animated one. Since
animation is an authentic film art, which was established historically and technically before the
filming of the live movement began in the late 19th century, the issue of evaluation and film
criticism is naturally applied to the art of animation.

Elements of animated films, such as script, directing, sound, editing, visual effects, etc. were
all critically examined and appraised during the journey of this research work. The research
also sought the opinions of specialists, trying to come up with an approach to address the issue
of criticism and evaluation of animation films. The research outcomes are considered to be of
great importance to those involved in the evaluation and selection processes of animated films
as well as academics and public.
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Assessment 3: Proposed Rubric on ‘Animated Clips’ (50 marks) (50% of SA1)

Criteria Poor (Band 1) Fair (Band 2) Good (Band 3) Excellent (Band 4) Marks
Marks 1-2 3-4 5-7 8-10
Story Storyline is NOT evident. Is An attempt at creating a Storyline is evidentin a Story has an excellent story. All
confusing and has NO storyline is evident. Some significant section of the clip. information is clear, appropriate
direction. information is confusing. Information is clear, and correct. Story has an effective
appropriate, and correct. beginning, middle and an end.
Storyboarding | Did not utilize storyboard Basic storyboarding. Used Strong storyboard that indicates | Fully developed storyboard that
and Planning effective during process or sparingly only. Does not the scenes and scene changes | includes clear descriptions/dialogue,
storyboard is incomplete. indicate scenes or scene well. Storyboard used scene changes and others. Is
changes clearly. effectively as a guideline for organized in coherent pieces. Used
project development. storyboard extensively during
project development for goal setting,
organization and task-assignment.
Character and | Lead characters orfand set Lead characters or/and set Lead characters orfand set Lead characters or/and set designs

Set Development

designs are not defined or
unclear.

designs are slightly
ambiguous and only have
partial clarity.

designs are decently formed
and clearly indicated, with

are well formed and clearly

minor ambiguity. Average or
above average clarity in visual
presentation of the characters.

licated. E clarity in visual
presentation of the characters.

Final Film Not coherent; story is not Story is evident. Animation is Animation follows the story. Animation is very smooth. Story is
evident. Animation is extremely | choppy; movement is not Characters move smoothly. easy to follow and very clear.
choppy. smooth. Good additional effects. Some | Minimal or no superfluous content.

superfluous content.

Personal Work on project was unfocused, | Worked on project, use of time | Worked diligently on project, Worked diligently on project,

Participation & | sporadic. Poor use of time inconsistent, and/or need for good use of time, significant excellent time management and
Cooperation and/or need for frequent significant occasional need for teacher intervention. no/minimal need for teacher

instructor intervention.

instructor intervention to stay on-
task.

intervention.
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Area Minimal (1) Partial (2) Mastery (3)
Documentation-20% No or minimal documentation Some non-original material was cited or | All sources and non-original material were
Did the student include necessary referenced, with other references missing | sufficiently referenced. If student didn't
citations or documentation for non-original need to reference, please give full credit
ideas, music, photos etc.? for section.

Number of Movements-20% One object moved Two or more objects moved Three or more objects moved and the
How complex was the design and background was dynamic (moving)
execution of the animation?
Creativity-30% Minimal levels of innovation or creativity | Project displayed some innovative Student demonstrated originality, creativity
Did the student use his/her own higher were present in the project. components but project would have and innovation in the design and
level of creativity to produce an original, benefited from additional edits. presentation of the project.
innovative and inspiring final product?
Smooth Movement-30% Movements were not fluid and had abrupt | Movements had some fluidity with noor | Movements were fluid and realistic. There
How fluid were the movements of the stops and starts minimal speed variation. were varying speeds in the movements of
object(s) and/or background(s)? the objects and background(s).
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