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1. ! a) EXT. BEACH Ð SUNSET 

*Shots mixed with digital camera footage*  

NAREEN (22) has long dark hair, is wearing a tee shirt and 

shades. Her legs are buried under sand. Her friend, RANIM (20) 

is creating a mermaid tail with the sand and laughing. NAREEN 

cups sand into her hands MATCH  CUT: 

1. b) EXT. POOL Ð DAY 

NAREEN, face hidden, struggles to resurface in pool water.  

 

2. ! INT. BATHROOM Ð DAY 

MATCH CUT: NAREENÕs hands cupping sink water, then grabbing 

scissors and starts to cut her hair. The sound of scissors fills 

the room, until the sink is full of curls. NAREEN sits before 

her vanity mirror, staring at her reflection, chopping the last 

chunk  and then playing with her wet hair.  

The phone starts ringing and her hands struggle to reach it at 

first, then she answers a FaceTime call from RANIM, who is 

munching on cereal. As NAREENÕS camera reveals her new look, 

RANIM chokes.  

RANIM (V.O.)  

'() *+(, -.$!  

NAREEN 

*+(, %/012!  

RANIM (V.O.)  

'304 56(7 8!9 :;< /= !(>(?@ >3$A B(C #D1!4 #DE4F 'G H3.I(J...  
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NAREEN (looking at herself and posing)  

K;1 *LF  

RANIM (on FaceTime)  

%MI34 %/N1 'N0"  

'+O(/P( B;3Q RS$2  

NAREEN stops her face routine and looks uncomfortable.  

NAREEN 

 %'T  

RANIM (on FaceTime)  

%U:1C /= %/N1 !( 'VW1X YZ[ H$\, %/+L- %/+S$   

RANIM looks regretful of her words.  

'304 !1 YZ[ H]+L R9 H6^ _1% \H]1 ̀/0( "R.a0.="...  

NAREEN (subtly)  

%Y *(b:Q YZ[ H$\, %/+S$ \HO.$ c1...  

%\A %H( R0dC 8ef$  

RANIM (on FaceTime)  

B.g h0< R]i/=j %U!$AF  

NAREEN 

Y !( 'SV(kj !(!( KV1*;04  

M4 '1\  

RANIM (V.O.)  

R(%`  

NAREEN, looking intense, reaches for something É 

 

3. ! INT. LIVING ROOM Ð DAY 

NAREEN all dressed up with a backpack by her side on the  

couch, is doing last minute assignments on her iPad while eating  



! *" !

string cheese. Her mom, MANAL (42) walks in carrying papers, a  

purse, sunglasses and laptop bag. SheÕs wearing an office suit  

and skirt.  

MANAL 

*+(, %/l.$  

MANAL notices NAREENÕS hair.  

NAREEN 

*+(, %/012  

MANAL 

 \%\ ...  

NAREEN (smiling)  

@ '03 ̂5;.=  

MANAL leaves her stuff on the table and goes to touch  

NAREENÕS hair. NAREEN grabs MANALÕs hand and kisses it. MANAL  

laughs and goes to the kitchen and starts taking out oatmeal  

ingredients from the cupboards.  

NAREENÕs phone vibrates and she pulls it out of her pocket to  

see a message from RANIM that reads:  

Ó %MI34 -Gm RS$ Ra$nF RSNd :+o Y #l;p %q!(h" Ò 

MANAL 

 c(_dnF  

NAREEN looks distracted.  
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MANAL 

 H(2'"F  

NAREEN nods and MANAL hurries while preparing her food. NAREEN  

looks forward, brows furrowed MATCH CUT:  

 

4. ! EXT. DESERT Ð SUNSET 

MATCH CUT: NAREENÕs with a different reflection. NAREEN walks 

toward a lone tree. She starts picking its leaves.  

POV: 

NAREEN catches last bit of stray leaves looks down at her hands 

to sees wads of cash. Then, looks back up to see that the leaves 

have been  replaced with money and looks back down to see a 

polaroid picture on her hand of _ and looks back up to see that 

the tree is now covered in polaroid pictures MATCH CUT WITH NEXT  

5. ! INT. BEDROOM Ð NIGHT 

MATCH CUT: Polaroid pictures on wall.  

Sound isnÕt clear at first. The camera slowly moves through 

NAREENÕS bedroom, and finally reveals NAREEN and her mother, 

MANAL, in the middle of a heated argument. NAREEN is sitting in 

a wheelchair, facing MANAL. And a s soon as we see them we can 

hear them.  

MANAL 

(pleading)  

%'T RD.V4 '( R0V4F b%rI(J h0< %U:1C /= %2c34 /4 :f3Q \%Ksn.  



! *$!

NAREEN 

!(!( ho !$n HW9 %/I1%C \R(/0P('Q 5(2eP %'T K]1`..  

MANAL 

_tu %/IE.+Q. R9 5;v %q:o #S]4 e4w.. #Vth$'04 \8H( !1 :(b2n 82'L 

R(/4 %/." #$c34 /4.  

NAREEN 

!(!( %'T %MVWsH( %xy% %H( !1c1bn /a" z('+QF !( %H( h(7 !Ia" 'E.$  

e.04 HW9 %/64 KVv \8H( !0fDQ #S< MD{ R.V0(.  

MANAL 

R(/|+}j !1 '304 !( H3$~ %'T !E.$H(j HD1[ H]VP." e4 %Uc](!0(  

\*SV0( \%/;4 'l(e1% 5;.0(.  

NAREEN 

B.g %H( %>1~ %H• %MVP(HQ R(/03IQ %xy% %H( /]• :(b2u %UM1` >4 \%:1[  

%K+9 HW]4 \%!03P( \-  

MANAL (interrupts)  

R() 5;.a4F!  

'304 %/S." /I( %/1%Ks 'l(~ 5;v HW]• *(2 €(/ ̂HW]•F %HV4 c(/]Q 

#•;I4 HW]= \%HV4 :(5sn #V3+4 !( #3f4 HW]= e$*Q #V0W]4 #]V15+4 

%'T M1'a4 :+o Y #0VD;4 /VN$RQ cs'sn. h.{ KVVth$` \!0Ns #0+]f4 

R(/;4 :(5sn #]1 ̀\%HV4 #$h|4F  

NAREEN (screams)  

!( 8:s2 82h‚!  

...  

R9 8:s2 8ƒ+< /0W]4 \z.$ ̀%H•... %H•...  

NAREENÕS emotions leave her at a loss of words.  



! *%!

MANAL kneels down and starts stroking her daughterÕs hair.  

MANAL (softly)  

%H• %'T '( !(!(F !( 'SV(k #„+V4 >4.  

*s:.04 \c1bA hW('Q /4 \YR1h4 @ '$KI• \2H. ̂\ho 8Ks '3$e= \'S+=. 

'(2'< '1[ 'a17 hW('Q /=… %H<….  

A smile creeps on NAREENÕS teary face. MANAL pinches her cheeks.  

MANAL 

(sighs)  

2\K4 %/+S$ !† 2H.^...  

R9 5;v !P;=!  

NAREEN reaches to hug MANAL.  

\*12\% /4!  

NAREEN picks up her phone from her bed and scrambles to text  

RANIM. 

NAREEN 

* %KNd` %/Vt%h$ *  

RANIM 

*(thumbs up and dancing emojis)*  

NAREEN looks at the wall of Polaroid pictures and we see that  

one of them has her in basketball blocking position FREEZE  

FRAME. 

6. ! INT. BASKETBALL COURT Ð NIGHT 

FREEZE FRAME of NAREEN in blocking position starts playing, as 

she is swaying. The OPPONENT stops dribbling the basketball and 



! *&!

throws it but it bounces off the hoop. NAREEN catches the 

falling ball and starts dribbling it, taking deep breaths, crowd 

noise deafening her into hearing nothing else as everything 

SLOWS DOWN and the lights are turned off, while two spot lights 

turn on. One on top of her and another, NAREEN looks around 

confused. She looks to the bleachers and pauses. In between a 

cheering crowd, NAREENÕs FATHER, wearing a jacket, sits on the 

bleachers, staring and smiling. He slowly gets up and waves then 

sits back down and blinks his eyes in pride.  

A PLAYER pushes NAREEN and snatches the ball TIME IS BACK TO 

NORMAL. NAREEN falls, and gets up to take a second look at the 

bleachers and her FATHERÕs chair is empty. NAREEN is left 

defeated, barely catching her breath.  

SOUND MATCH CUT: SCHOOL BELL RINGS 

 

7. ! INT. CLASSROOM Ð DAY 

MATCH CUT: SCHOOL BELL SOUND. 

Students settle in as a PROFESSOR comes into the classroom and 

starts to connect her laptop to a projector. RANIM and NAREEN 

stop conversing. And NAREEN adjusts the same oversized jacket 

her FATHER was wearing on her chair.  

RANIM 

!VSI]Q /;.1[F  

NAREEN rolls her eyes in agreement.  

NAREEN 

%'P R9 \:W4 #]i/4  

Y #l;.04 %Uz.$ 2%U'4  

RANIM puts up her hands in surrender then prepares for a nap.  

 



! +(!

PROFESSOR 

Okay class, letÕs start where left off last time...  

NAREENÕs bottle almost falls but she catches it at the last 

second.  

The PROFESSOR begins reading W.S. MERWINÕs To My Legs poem.  

PROFESSOR 

ÒTonight I look at you  

as I never did before  

and think of the old horses  

the little I was told about themÉÓ  

B- roll shots of the class resuming as the poem is being read.  

Projector eye, students listening, flipping through pages, etc.  

 

In slow - mo.  

PROFESSOR (V.O.)  

Òout of gratitude  

comes a recognition  

of being too late  

standing on the empty  

platform in the wrong  

clothes or none at all  

whatever may have been said  

before during or afterward...Ó  

 

ProfessorÕs voice fades. NAREEN glances out the window.  
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ARCHIVED FOOTAGE: Legs in motion Ñrunning, jumping, swimming,  

climbing, dancing. A horse runs. A  bird leaps into flight.  

NAREEN blinks. SheÕs staring out the window.  

 

PROFESSOR (V.O.)  

Òall at once the old horses  

were nowhere to be seen  

after they had brought us  

so far without a word  

and I know what happens  

to them however  

I may pretend not to  

a last step into the air  

and out of gratitude comes  

a picture of nothingÓ  

Òthe speechless  

obedient journeys  

the running in battles  

as the fields fall silent  

the full veins of youth  

gone without a soundÓ.  

 

8. ! EXT. BEACH Ð DAY  

EARLIERÑ 

RANIM wheels NAREEN to the shore. NAREEN watches strangers run  

barefoot, hesitating. Once at the water.  

PROFESSOR (V.O.)  

Òthe speechless  

obedient journeys  

the running in battles  



! +)!

as the fields fall silent  

the full veins of youth  

 

NAREEN signals to RANIM to wait as she undoes her bun, letting  

her hair fall.  

RANIM gently lowers her into the water. NAREEN floats, squeezing  

her nose, diving back.  

gone without a soundÓ.  

ThenÑshe emerges, gasping.  

FADE OUT. 

**THE END.**  
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