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Abstract 

Public spaces are the core of cities, especially neighborhoods public spaces. They reflect quality 

of life, the degree of social interaction, and economic prosperity. Cities encourage many urban 

development projects that focus on public spaces revival and quality upgrades. However, most 

of these projects have a fixed and static approach and require an extended time to be carried 

into reality; starting with; the design process, community consent, regulatory approvals, and 

securing funds, and so on. Also upon investigating the local context of Saudi Arabia, the public 

spaces in city of Jeddah are not fully utilized to their full potential and lack social interaction. 

This indicate that the overall process and situation does not cope with the changing nature of 

communities, therefore, the "temporary urbanism" approach allows for the dynamic use of 

public spaces by incorporating the element of time. Temporary urbanism is deemed a 

contemporary, flexible and viable approach to urban development that helps revitalize public 

spaces. The research examines "public events" as a tool to enhance the users’ experience, to 

increase the success and revive public spaces. The main objective is to set a framework for the 

employment of the occasional events at the level of neighborhood public spaces. The study 

explores the literature and case studies to develop the framework building process. In addition 

to investigate and develop the criteria and tools for selecting and managing the events in 

neighborhoods in the context of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The framework aims to help 

stakeholders and decision-makers take the necessary actions to revive the cities’ sluggish public 

spaces. This is aligned with enhancing the quality of life in the city as designated in the 

Kingdom's 2030 vision locally and achieving the United Nations' sustainable development 

goals globally. 
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CHAPTER 1 RESEARCH OUTLINE 

1.1 Introduction 

This chapter introduces the thesis research topic by describing the scope, the 

background of the research, and outlining the research problem to understand the 

significance within the context of Saudi Arabia. This chapter defines the aims and 

objectives and the methodology used to approach this research. Finally, the chapter 

concludes with the structure of the study detailing each research chapter’s content that 

covers the goals and objectives. 

1.2 Background 

The cities contrive to remain competitive even with the economic downturns 

and recessions. In order to overcome the fluctuating economic system, cities establish 

new urban development projects, which foster new civic identities. These projects 

employ the cultural assets and resources in hopes of being unique, revive the urban 

fabric, and reach economic, cultural, and social prosperity. However, the urban 

development projects of public spaces follow a long process of strict rules and the fixed 

masterplan (Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012). To tackle the issue of the long-term process, 

there have been numerous studies that investigate “Temporary Urbanism” as a method 

for the revival of public spaces. Temporary urbanism provides solutions that would be 

part of a long-term plan or until a plan is developed. While it is not a substitute for a 

permanent process, incorporating temporary urbanism in public spaces provides a 

creative, innovative use that might be inconceivable in the long term/ permanent 

solutions. 

“Cultures and climates differ all over the world, but people are the 

same. They will gather in public if you give them a good place to do 

it.”   

Jan Gehl. 
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Integrating temporary urbanism requires an understanding of the good quality 

public spaces. According to Jan Gehl, a good public space helps people gather without 

any form of age, gender, or place discrimination. Also robust public realm is required 

for accommodating the constant city growth. (Landy, 2018). European countries are the 

pioneers of using temporary urbanism. For example, Berlin played an essential role in 

utilizing the vacant areas and initiating cultural startups (Madanipour, 2017; Martin, 

Deas, & Hincks, 2019). One of the tools of temporary urbanism is by promoting cultural 

assets in public spaces through events, festivals, shows, and exhibitions. (Richards & 

Palmer, 2010). 

In the context of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the country has a long history and 

culture that establishes the foundation for this endeavor. The newly introduced vision 

of 2030 seeks major transformations to change the city image to create a world tourist 

destination, and the ultimate goal of all cities is to reach a higher quality of life (QoL) 

which initiated social transformation and liberalization for its citizens(Quality Of Life 

Program, 2016). Events in temporary venues measure the enhancement of the city 

image, raise the QoL, and speed the lengthy process of the urban development process. 

Most urban development projects concentrate on significant public spaces such as 

the Cornish, city parks, and new neighborhoods. The need to address the revival of 

inactive local public spaces (such as neighborhood parks) and underutilized open spaces 

(such as vacant land) within the neighborhoods is equally essential due to the lack of 

social development and interaction. Thus the significance of addressing this topic 

“temporary urbanism” on a local scale as an approach to revive inactive, unused, and 

sluggish development of public spaces within neighborhoods.  
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1.3 Research problem 

The planning and revitalization process of public spaces within the cities is slow 

and time-consuming due to the traditional strategies and the economic fluctuation. 

(Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012). Which led the public spaces to a state of extreme 

disrepair or inactiveness that reduces the use and raise complaints from residence 

(“Investments in Jeddah public parks halted,” 2013). The research is based on the 

assumption that the issue of sluggishness development and inactiveness of public 

spaces need to be addressed in a timely intervention using the approach of temporary 

urbanism. While there is no scientific tool, or a standard procedures that may aid the 

city stakeholders in managing and speeding the process, this research works to propose 

a framework that employs the Temporary Urbanism approach in the Kingdom’s 

neighborhood by understanding the spatial and management requirement and social 

implications.   

The temporary urbanism approach provides an opportunity to experiences 

creativity, following the increased interest in cultural and creative industries.  

The animation of public spaces as part of the long term process, by integrating event is 

not limited to expensive mega-projects; however, using local events within 

neighborhoods will improve residence quality of life, and the whole city image-standard 

will be elevated. It is essential to include events as temporary destinations designed, 

managed, and programmed with public life in mind. 

1.4 Research aim and objective 

This research aims to improve the quality of spaces in the city’s neighborhood 

that will contribute to the quality of life by exploring temporary urbanism and focusing 

on events as a measure of reuse. The utilization of public spaces with time limitations 

as part of urban regeneration projects. The following objectives that help achieve the 

research aim are:  
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1) Explore the revival of public spaces with the approach of “Temporary urbanism.” 

2) Clarify the temporary urbanism and focusing on city events.  

3) Identifying spatial management elements to use temporary urbanism tools.  

4) Formulate and validate a framework to apply the approach of temporary urbanism 

on neighborhood public spaces to help stakeholders to take necessary action to revive 

the city’s sluggish of development of public spaces. 

1.5 Research Methodology 

To tackle the research problem using a qualitative strategy that consists of two 

different levels.  

The First is descriptive data collection, covering the topics of success of places, various 

theories, and the temporary urbanism. Following that analysis of case studies in order 

to understand, this would form a detailed literature background. These methods help in 

the development of a framework to apply the approach of temporary urbanism within 

neighborhoods. The framework helps organize the information and ideas of initiating 

events directed towards the management and physical site selection aspects. It targets 

the stakeholder and community representatives and organization. 

Followed by a statistical and simulation analysis to validate and prioritize the 

framework. Through conducting a two questionnaire survey, the first targets experts 

from different fields, including architects, urban designers, event management, and 

academics. The second targets the citizen of Jeddah to introduce the idea and understand 

the social profile and types of events needed. In the final stage of this study, simulation 

methods on one of Jeddah districts using site selection criteria of the framework to 

propose the event location that can revive the said district sluggish public spaces. See 

the illustrated diagram below (Figure 1-1Figure 1-2) 
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Figure 1-1: Research methodology (Source: Author). 

1.6 Research structure 

The research is structured to analyze the concept of temporary urbanism and the 

application of events as a tool. This research consists of six chapters; each chapter helps 

to accomplish the research aim and objectives. The first chapter is the preliminary stage 

that includes identifying the research problem, aims, and objectives. Chapter two 

presents the review of literature that focuses on the temporary urbanism approach, this 

links the success of public space to urban planning, and design approaches advantages 

and spatial considerations. Also, it includes the understanding of public spaces and 

explores the various revival theories and approaches. Followed by chapter three, which 

narrows down one of the temporary urbanism types “Events,” states application, 

importance, types and introduces successful case studies. Then chapter four builds the 

proposed framework and validates it through a questionnaire analysis. Chapter five 

includes implementing the framework on the local district, stating the historical 

background as an introduction of cultural, economic values. Then an application of 

framework through a simulation analysis to decide places suitable for application of 

temporary events, using space syntax in order to be able to identify the event spaces. 

Chapter six concludes the research through recommendations and principles for 

integrating temporary urbanism to revive public spaces in neighborhoods. See the 

illustrated diagram below (Figure 1-2).
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Figure 1-2: Research Structure (Source: Author).
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CHAPTER 2 TEMPORARY URBANISM APPROACH TO 

REVITALIZE PUBLIC SPACES  

2.1 Introduction 

The city’s public spaces are essential for people to express themselves. The 

change of public spaces reflects the social life, political, technological development. 

These changes are visible in the city’s master plan and urban development projects. 

However, urban development projects tend to be a time-consuming process, starting 

from the design process, community consent, regulatory approvals, and securing funds. 

This brings the question of how to revive the public spaces without extra cost or 

extended management interference. 

The continuous thought of creating attractive urban public spaces is a constant 

concern of urban designers, planners, and city officials. The contemporary urban 

planning and design provided some urbanism approaches that bring forward the term 

“Temporary Urbanism” and the need for temporary usage (Haas & Olsson, 2013).  

These urbanism approaches reflect on the public spaces within the city. The research 

aims to explore the revival of public spaces utilizing temporary urbanism.  

  Temporary urbanism’s popularity is due to the use of time as an additional layer 

for effective use of the public spaces by the community. The chapter begins 

understanding the term Temporary Urbanism within the context of city development 

and public spaces. Then explores the importance of this approach and factors entailed 

to the success of the public and followed by introducing the types of temporary 

urbanism.  

2.2 Urbanism movements  

Urbanism is defined as the interaction between the people and the built 

environment (“Urbanism: Meaning and Benefits.,” 2018). Often studies the relation for 
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better urban planning. It has become a form of branding for urban spaces and its use. 

(M Carmona, Heath, Tiesdell, & Oc, 2010)(Barnett, 2011).  

(Haas & Olsson, 2013) states that some movements are more dominant than 

others, such as new urbanism, post urbanism, green urbanism, and temporary /everyday 

urbanism. Table 2-1 shows the comparison between these four dominant movements to 

create a greater understanding of public space and its complex issues, while focusing 

on temporary urbanism as the main approach.  

Table 2-1: Dominant Urban Planning and Design Ideas and Categories of Public Space Analysis(Source: (Haas 

& Olsson, 2013) 

 
New urbanism Post urbanism 

Green 

urbanism 

Temporary 

Urbanism 

Description   It represents the 

utopian solution 

in response to 

the urban sprawl 

and post-world 

war II suburban 

development. It 

aims to build or 

rebuild 

communities 

with no social, 

racial 

discrimination. 

(“What is New 

Urbanism? | 

CNU,” n.d.) 

(Kelbaugh, 

2000) 

An attempt to 

empress 

consumers by a 

participatory 

approach is urban 

planning. 

Including 

building that acts 

as a variation in 

the surrounding. 

Unlike new 

urbanism, it does 

not reflect on the 

context of the 

past; however, it 

is directed 

towards the 

future, unique, 

wild built 

elements. (Haas 

& Olsson, 2013) 

Popular since 

1902, “Garden 

city of 

tomorrow” by 

Ebenezer 

Howard. An 

interdisciplinary 

approach deals 

with 

minimizing the 

use of energy, 

water, materials 

and throughout 

the building 

process. 

(Lehmann, 

2011). 

Temporary 

urbanism views 

the city’s public 

spaces in terms 

of time and 

dynamics, 

creating multi-

layered 

timeframes, 

which include 

any short term 

use of spaces 

such as 

temporary 

construction 

and use of 

Events 

(Madanipour, 

2017) 

Views on 

public space  

It focuses on 

compacted 

walkable 

neighborhood 

design and 

connections of 

gardens and 

plazas.  

It prioritize 

Community life 

over 

Shifting places 

and spaces with 

multiple 

characters and 

surrounded by 

trans urbanism 

and high-order 

architecture 

A holistic view 

of urban and 

natural patterns 

where the 

public realm 

and open spaces 

play a pivotal 

role. 

Emphasizing 

having a strong 

network and 

ready access 

Validates our 

intuitive 

Understanding 

of how places 

should be and 

puts people’s 

needs and 

narratives in 

focus. Reuse of 

vacant land in 

ordinary or 
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public life 

(normalized 

without external 

“outside” 

influence) 

public spaces 

that help 

enhance the 

health and 

leisure and 

reduce car 

dependence. 

extraordinary 

uses 

Short term / 

long term 

development  

Long term 

development 

directed towards 

neighborhoods 

development   

Long term 

development 

focus on the built 

structure  

long-term value 

and longevity 

The short term 

informal to 

empower 

communities 

and provide 

their needs  

Process of 

public space 

(Static and 

Dynamic) 

Community 

familiarity and 

shared values in 

dense traditional 

urban 

form and 

composition 

Continual 

transformations 

and mutations for 

globalized and 

nomadic 

processes and 

habitations with 

mixed cultures 

Planning the 

urban through 

adaptation to 

nature and 

resilience 

through 

technology 

The unplanned 

and planned 

dynamic and 

open-ended 

sense of 

interventions 

and unexpected 

possibilities. for 

community 

interest and life 

is 

connected to 

the urban 

The spatial 

and social 

dimension 

Third places and 

mixed-use 

 

places and 

multiple levels of 

contact 

Living with 

nature and 

patterns 

Community 

cohesion 

through 

multilayered 

&timeframes 

Role and 

character  

Dense and urban 

places with 

traditional 

images 

Places of 

expressions with 

flowing spaces 

and urban 

equivocalness 

Ecological 

sensibility and 

green 

densification 

with energy 

savings 

Expression and 

dialogue with 

narrative micro 

Urbanism and 

time-limited 

exclusivity 

appeal 

Dominant 

element  

Public spaces  spaces in 

between 

parks and routes street life and 

alternative 

space 

Key works Katz (1994), 

(Kelbaugh, 2000) 

 Haas (2008) 

(Kelbaugh, 2000) 

Strickland (2005), 

Ponzini and 

Nastasi (2011) 

 

Farr (2007), 

(Lehmann, 2011) 

 

(Kelbaugh, 2000) 

Crawford and 

Kaliski (2008), 

Bishop and 

Williams (2012) 

Bishop and 

Williams (2012) 

(Madanipour, 

2017) 

(Martin & 

Hincks, 2016; 

Martin et al., 

2019) 
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2.3 Temporary urbanism 

Temporary urbanism is a broad scope that describes the use of space, including 

Everyday urbanism, Popup urbanism, Temporary use, Tactical, Lighter quicker cheaper 

(LQC) movement, and Temprium. 

This movement is the opposite of the new urbanism since it is non-structuralist 

and non-utopian. It focuses on providing everyday needs for ordinary life.  The 

celebration of the ad hoc relation between the physical and social is not the focus, how 

people respond to the spaces and use the available resources in their way. 

2.3.1 Origin:  

Temporary Urbanism origin can be traced back to the beginning of civilization, 

on account of the flexibility and responsive behavior to the surrounding environment. 

However, its popularity and academic attention rose in the early 2000s. Though the 

study of European cities and the production of space by the social act in Latin America 

and the Middle East and South Asia  (Bishop,2015) (Martin et al., 2019). 

This popularity is due to the time-limited exclusivity, which appeals to the 

consumers (Smith, 2012). This movement asserts the idea that public spaces reflect the 

people’s needs, such as the people need for a market can be by default in backyard or 

empty parking lot, with no urban design facilitation.   The focus is on social and cultural 

aspects of public spaces without transforming the function of the existing structure. This 

informal approach empowers the communities to have a vibrant social life, understand 

people’s needs, and reuse the available spaces. (Haas & Olsson, 2013; Kelbaugh, 2000). 

2.3.2 Definition 

Temporary urbanism views the city’s public spaces in terms of time and 

dynamics, creating multi-layered timeframes, which include any short term use of 

spaces such as temporary construction and use of events (Madanipour, 2017). 
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It positively responds to the community or municipality, vacant building or land 

whether private or public. It is the utilization of these spaces within a time limit; it can 

be the revival and activation of an underutilized space. Activities and functions 

proposed can occur once or repeated, such as annually or seasonally. Temporary 

urbanism is an adaptive strategy and an intervention that cities use to respond to vacant 

and unused spaces. (Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012) 

2.3.3 Short term vs. long term development 

The urban strategies and projects target permanent solutions and aim for years of 

success. However, integrating short-term strategies will enhance the process, which will 

result in the integration of temporary actions situated within the permanent plans 

(Bishop and Williams, 2012). Based on (Beekmans and de Boer, 2014), these short term 

interventions are called “momentum-oriented urban interventions” that allow for 

attraction in an area that is not within the urban planning project, either due to its 

unimportance for the stakeholder or used for its vacancy.  

 (Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012) categorized the use of Temporary Urbanism into 

two. First, used in a location that is either vacant or awaiting new development and 

second used in a location that is in the process of new investment. (Figure 2-1). As a 

result, Temporary Urbanism could be part of an ongoing permanent development or 

area until a permanent planning is decided. 

 

Figure 2-1: Temporary Urbanism and place-making (Adapted from (Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012)). 
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2.3.4 Importance of temporary urbanism 

Temporary use significance can be presented in terms of social, economic, and 

placemaking presented in the table below. The strategy aims to prevent the negative use 

or foster activities that threaten the community, provides a better quality of life for 

residents and visitors, and increases community participation.  

Depending on the popularity of temporary use and the success, it can reoccur 

several times and encourage urban development. This can result in an economic return. 

The economic benefits include the support of local and new businesses. The clustering 

of shops or kiosks around a temporary use or events encourage public spending, thus 

more financial returns for business and residents. This clustering creates the 

“agglomeration principle,” which in economics means vendors located together will 

thrive more.  

Other benefits directed at the placemaking, such as diversity of activities, revive 

underutilized spaces, increase the land value, and can have a potential development goal, 

such as to utilize infrastructure and to protect the green area. (Kotval, Machemer, & 

Mullin, 2010; Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012). 

 

Table 2-2: Summary of temporary uses importance in term of social, economic, and location (Adapted from 

(Kotval et al., 2010)) 

T
em

p
o

ra
ry

 u
rb

a
n

is
m

 

Society 

 

Social cohesion  

Sense of community  

Better quality of life  

Social interaction  

Economy 

Increase investment  

Supports local/ new business  

Increase revenue  

Increase in taxpayer  

Financial return for users  

Reduce maintenance cost  

Place-making  

Diversity of activities  

Revive underutilized spaces 

Increase land value  

Higher chances of permanent uses  
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2.3.5 Types of temporary urbanism 

According to (Martin et al., 2019), The rising international trend investigating 

temporary use can be divided into ordinary or extraordinary measures. The former 

indicates an ad hoc development such as car parking, storage area, or construction 

compounds. Whereas the latter deals with the innovative/ creative use of space such as 

events (pop up street market, urban farming (Figure 2-2 a,b), musical Event, or street 

festivals(Figure 2-3 a,b), building reuse and street vending (Figure 2-2c)). 

   

Figure 2-2 a, b) Nine smith neighborhood gardening c) Fork on the road-mobile food festival (Source: (Hartley 

and Lydon, 2014).  

 

Figure 2-3- a) Street festival b) Pallet pavilion (Source: (Hartley and Lydon, 2014). 

2.3.5.1 Building reuse 

This type addresses the vacant building utilization through collaborating with 

nonprofit organizations or governmental entities to deliver community programs or 

galleries or open studios or libraries. Successful examples include an open studio 

program in Chicago, supplied studio space, or a young artist, also “little library” in 

Melbourne to provide reading materials and exchange books. Most of the case, the place 

gets recognized and converts into a permanent use (Kotval et al., 2010)( Hartley and 

Lydon, 2014). 
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2.3.5.2 Events 

By definition, events are temporary occurrences(Cudny, 2016; Getz, 2008; 

Kotval et al., 2010; Lunga & Mihaela, 2012; Madanipour, 2017; Smith, 2012). That 

requires or borrow land whether it is vacant or used; there are some common keywords 

associated with the term, which are social gathering, occasions, competition, or 

adventure (Lunga & Mihaela, 2012). Alternatively, they are special moments in time, 

associated with celebrations and rituals that fulfill the needs of Event-goers (Cudny, 

2016; “Event | Definition of Event by Lexico,” n.d.).  

 

Figure 2-4: Temporary Urbanism classification (Source: (Martin et al., 2019). 

2.3.6 Spatial conditions of Temporary Urbanism  

The spatial conditions in which temporary urbanism can occur in various places 

based on its current state as shown in (Table 2-3). First, there is the central urban area, 

defined as the areas with legal limitations, such as heritage conservation. Thus 

temporary interventions are easily acceptable than permanent ones. Second, there are 

currently underused locations (brownfields or white lands), which are spaces that 

citizens do not venture into; Temporary Urbanism would act as initiating the use of 

these spaces. Finally, the areas losing significant, which are places that users stopped 

going to, and lost popularity, need to redefine and diversification.  These types show 

that most of the goals of the temporary approach directly relates to the revitalization of 

public spaces. Through the encouragement of the users based on the location and target, 
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it can be the intensification of the users or inviting users to place that is not used to its 

potential or as diversification of users in public spaces.  

Table 2-3: Typology of Temporary Urbanism (Source: (Lehtovuori & Ruoppila, 2012) 

 Urban central 

areas  

Currently under-

used areas  

Areas losing 

significance  

Use, Function Defined  Not Defined, loose Defined, but 

Weakening  

Attention and flux 

of people  

High  None Some could be 

better  

Apprehension, 

Meaning  

Fashionable, classic, 

elitist  

Edgy, daring, 

promising  

Out of fashion. Low-

brow 

Development 

Perspective  

Stable, lack of new 

ones 

Open (risky) Redevelopment 

optional  

Goal of Temporary 

uses  

Intensification  Introduction , 

initiation  

Redefinition, 

diversification  

 

2.3.7 Planning consideration of Temporary Urbanism 

(Kotval et al., 2010) stresses the need for efficient organization and planning. The 

working principles are believed to enhance and sustain the community while remaining 

cost-effective. 

1. Sense of identity and community-driven: the use must reflect the place 

character, connected, and integrated to the type of activities already available in 

the place. It should integrate and fit in and carefully managed not to harm, 

especially in cultural and historical regions, while these are important; however, 

the introduction of new ideas might complement the location and provide a 

needed activity.  

2. Monitor of activities: a clear description and monitor of the Event or reuse to 

ensure the safety of users and neighborhood.  

3. Encourage creativity: unique ideas for a pop-up market or street festival may 

inspire the users and enhance the quality of life. Also reflect the user’s needs 

and sometimes initiated by them.  
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4. Rules and regulation: it is important to govern the establishment of temporary 

uses, application to the local municipality, or district official indicating things 

like duration, activity. This should be a simple procedure, not overzealous 

enforcement.  

5. Complementary uses: the target is to enhance or revive the underutilized area 

and not to compete.  

6. Seasonal uses: coordinating the use with the season will increase the 

community participation and make it a thought out occurrence, such as: New 

Year’s Eve countdown celebration, or Christmas parade or timing music festival 

in summer to attract more people and pop-up markets to serve the crowd. 

2.4 Public spaces  

Incorporating temporary uses in public spaces raises the debated topic of defining 

public spaces, and require further investigation in what constitute successful public 

spaces vs sluggish and inactive public spaces. In order to successfully incorporate the 

temporary urbanism planning consideration.  

2.4.1 Public spaces definition  

The definition of public spaces is a controversial topic in modern times. 

Buildings frame urban spaces in the cities, creating indoor and outdoor sensations. 

Space is not only the physical aspect; however, there is social, cultural, and lived 

experience. All open spaces are essential for participatory activities and a form of 

democracy for expression of opinion. (Smith, 2016). The ambiguousness of the term is 

due to several issues that conflict with each other. Such issues include; the ownership 

of the space (public or private), the accessibility (encouraging or discouraging specific 

social group), and management of the space often change the perception of the space. 

While privatization of public spaces may be most controversial with identifying public 

spaces. This is not always the case since many people experience private spaces as 
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public spaces, while other publically owned spaces are not accessible by everyone. The 

real meaning is how people perceive the spaces and how temporary urbanism can gain 

popularity and activities. (Johnson & Glover, 2013; Smith, 2016)  

2.4.2 Public spaces types   

 

 A study of the city spaces is essential to identify where public spaces and open 

spaces that are applicable to apply the approach of temporary urbanism. While there are 

different classification of urban spaces; (Matthew Carmona, 2019) categorized the 

spaces in terms of function and related it to the use (positive, negative, ambiguous, or 

private spaces). Positive spaces have an important role in urban life and global emphasis, 

such as the civic spaces (streets, squares), public open spaces (such as parks and 

gardens). These spaces are a significant catalyst for urban renewal and social interaction 

in the community. While negative spaces include movement spaces (such as main 

roads), service spaces, or underdeveloped spaces can be abundant spaces or left 

awaiting redevelopment.  

2.4.3 Neighborhood public spaces  

The open spaces contribute to the city and neighborhood scale. The classification 

of open spaces differ from one place to another depending on the scale material, 

location, and use. This research will deal with the public open spaces available on the 

scale of neighborhoods. Open spaces and underdeveloped spaces are part of the 

majority of vacant spaces within the city of Jeddah neighborhood (Mandeli, 2011). 

These spaces create a disconnection between residence and users. Since they are often 

in despair and underutilized, they would be referred to as sluggish public space.  

Therefore, the revival of these spaces will enhance the overall QoL of residences and 

contribute raising the economy. Open spaces within neighborhood districts including 

the following;  
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 Parks, playgrounds, and gardens; which are managed open space 

typically green and available for everyone  

 Streets; which is a traditional form of open spaces that carry various 

activities and movement.   

 Vacant spaces or leftover spaces with in-district; these spaces are 

determined by their use, such as parking spaces, or abandoned or vacant 

awaiting redevelopment; they also may be privately owned. 

2.4.4 Public spaces in the context of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia   

2.4.4.1 Background about the city of Jeddah  

Jeddah is the second-largest city in the Kingdom and the largest in the province 

of Makkah; it is considered the main urban center for the people in the western 

provinces of the Kingdom. It is currently a mixed race with an estimated 4 million 

residence (“Jeddah Population,” n.d.). Jeddah is characterized by tropical climatic 

conditions and has features of arid climates. It has an overly warm temperature in winter 

of about 30 - 18C. The summer temperature is adversely hot, going up to 43C. Rainfall 

is very sparse and occurs in small amounts in a year in November and 

December(“Weather in Jeddah,” n.d.).  

The Kingdom’s vision 2030 for the country targets Saudi Arabia to reduce 

dependence on oil by diversifying the economy through developing public service 

sectors such as health, education, infrastructure, recreation, and tourism. Additionally, 

the vision consists of three main themes, a vibrant society, a thriving economy, and an 

ambitious nation. Jeddah city is one of the cities with a high potential for success. (“The 

vision themes,” 2016). It is potential for more investment and development puts it on 

the outlook within Saudi Arabia, as well as the Middle East. 
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2.4.4.2 Public spaces in Jeddah  

The city spatial consideration addresses the socio-cultural tradition (Privacy, 

gender separation, and the extended family organized residential quarters) (Mandeli, 

2019). Saudi Arabia modern inspired planning approaches changed the structure of the 

traditional built environment and disturbed social harmony, which created negative 

public spaces that come across as meaningless, unloved and unused spaces, sluggish 

social development, and contributing to the degradation of public life (Mandeli, 2019).  

A vast street network and roundabouts characterize Jeddah’s master plan, while the 

mismatched increase of population and urban expansion resulted in many underutilized 

spaces in the city(Aljoufie, Zuidgeest, Brussel, & Van Maarseveen, 2012).  

However, when it comes to public spaces, the streets are the dominating 

percentage, followed by the white land (vacant land), which are the undeveloped or 

utilized spaces. According to “the Guide of standards planning services” (MOMRA, 

2005), 33% of lands subdivision are allocated to public spaces such as parks, 

recreational areas within the residential clusters. Jeddah Corniche development in the 

1970s was the primary destination as city public spaces for public recreational activities 

and social gatherings. It was designed according to the universal style.  

2.4.4.3 Types of neighborhood public spaces in Jeddah 

According to the planning standard, there are different sizes of parks based on 

the population range coverage. The average neighborhood range from 25-100 hectare 

and population from 3000-6000, each neighborhood consist of several cluster. Each 

level of urban cluster have their serves of public spaces, from cluster parks to city parks. 

The division of public spaces of neighborhood according to (MOMRA, 2005) is 

summarized in Table 2-4. 
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Table 2-4: Planning standards for recreational areas (Source: (MOMRA, 2005). 

 Type of public space  Population 

coverage  

Spatial consideration  

Residential cluster  Cluster Parks  900-1200 Min 1200 range 200-

100 m 

Children playground   Min 1200 range 100-

75 m 

Residential sub-

neighborhood  

Sub neighborhood 

park  

3000-5000 Range 200-350 m 

Sub neighborhood 

sports fields 

 Range 500-250 m 

Residential 

neighborhood 

District park  10000-15000 Range 800-400 m 

Residential sector  
(more than one neighborhood) 

City park  30000-45000 Varied  

2.4.4.4 Condition of public spaces  

Even though there are around 151 public spaces and gardens across Jeddah 

(“Jeddah Gardens,” 2020), the quality of life index shows a low public space indicator 

(Figure 2-5). It is represented in; green area per capita at 37% and accessibility to open 

public spaces and public spaces for youth at 0% (Cities Prosperity Index profile, Jeddah 

CPI report, 2018).  

 

Figure 2-5: The quality of life indicator (Source: (Cities Prosperity Index profile, Jeddah CPI report, 2018)). 

The residents complained that their neighborhood public spaces are in poor 

shape (“Investments in Jeddah public parks halted,” 2013). Also based on (Mandeli, 

2019) explains how different stalk holders in Jeddah view the public spaces within the 

city in Table 2-5 below. The challenges and concerns facing the residence, such as the 

anti-social behavior, the decline of quality, the sense of insecurity - due to the presence 

of too many workers, -  and urban designer challenge is due to the unattractiveness of 
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public spaces that discourage activities. Therefore, creating successful places with high 

socio-cultural value is a pressing matter. 

Table 2-5: Challenges and concerns faced by various stakeholders (Source: (Mandeli, 2019). 

 

2.5 Success and revitalization of public spaces  

The literature review shows that the idea of revitalization is needed to create a 

balance between urban development and maintaining identity, culture, and traditions. 

As per the dictionary, revitalize means to give energy and vitality also to give life and 

success (Cambridge, n.d.). Several researchers have discussed the criteria to revive the 

space and related dimensions and guidelines. Considering the success does not target 

new designs spaces only, but also adapt existing sluggish public spaces to create a 

thriving urban life.  

2.5.1 Dimensions of successful public space and urban spaces  

Understanding the different dimensions would help identify the quality of space 

and needed measures required for its revival. Public spaces overlap between physical 

and nonphysical dimensions.  The dimensions have resulted in a wide range of 

academic literature to include morphological, physical, perceptual, social, visual, 

functional, temporal, and management  (Matthew Carmona, de Magalhães, & 

Hammond, 2008)(M Carmona et al., 2010)(Mandeli, 2011). This research focuses on 
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physical, social, management, and time dimensions of public space as shown in 

(Figure 2-6) 

 
Figure 2-6: Dimensions of public space addressed in this research (Source: Author). 

A. The physical dimension: 

The physical dimension indicates the availability and provision of public space. 

It includes; location (urban core, neighborhood or suburb), morphology, and shape 

(symmetry or Asymmetrical, well proportioned, not too large – or too small). According 

to (Shaftoe, 2008), other factors may include quality, durable, and adaptable materials 

(both for different uses and overtime). In addition, the use of variety and intriguing 

details (comprise attractive landscaping, including plants, shrubs and trees, and 

intriguing use of color and/or texture on built vertical, Plenty of sitting places). Finally, 

carefully considered and appropriate horizontal surface treatments and Relation to 

transportation network (motorized and pedestrian routes).  

 Urban morphology of neighborhood 

Understanding the neighborhood form, structure, and configuration of streets, 

blocks, lots, and open spaces, helps determine the connection and priority areas. Also, 

this will help in deciding the type of temporary use/ activity needed for the revival of 

the public space. Street pattern, block sizes, traffic circulation, connection, and 

permeability reflects the surrounding public spaces(Talen, 2018) (Figure 2-7). The 
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connections between neighborhood focal points become especially important since it 

helps in creating a sense of community.  

 

Figure 2-7: Block type and street pattern (Source: (Talen, 2018). 

 Legibility 

(Shaftoe, 2008) states that Legibility is a crucial factor in the physical dimension. 

The concept defined by Kevin lynch, which means the clarity of the place and how easy 

to understand it and have a mental image. Affects elements such as; visual clarity, image, 

and how people perceive the place.  

 Adaptability 

The place can easily change and adapt to the social needs and demands. Public 

spaces feature flexibility and diversity are considerable elements for revitalizing the 

place and ensuring the public interest (Shaftoe, 2008). 

B. The social dimension 

The social dimension views public spaces as spaces for gathering and 

expressing social opinions. The social dimension indicated the use and activities that 

occur in space. Public spaces are not known to be deserted, the level of interaction, and 

the presence of users is the primary indicator of successful public spaces (M Carmona 

et al., 2010). Previous researchers studied the social dimensions to include elements 
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such as Human scale, Comfort, Perception of safety, and Enjoyment (Shaftoe, 2008). 

As well as the level of activity, necessary activities, optional and social(Gehl, 1987). 

Jan Gehl studied people’s interaction in public spaces and classified based on the 

level of outdoor activity (necessary, optional, & social). First, necessary activities that 

involve the required and unavoidable actions such as going to work or school. This 

level represents most of the daily use of public spaces in terms of streets and squares. 

This activity will take place whether the place is thriving or no and regardless of the 

physical setting. The other level of activities requires users freely to participate, which 

is the optional activities. It includes activities such as enjoying the view, exercising, and 

sitting. This level majorly depends on the physical surrounding, time, and setting of the 

place. The final category is social activities, which depend on the interaction of people 

with each other and will occur only if a good place is provided (Gehl, 1987). If there is 

a balance between necessary and optional activity, then this places reaches the stage of 

social level. 

Moreover, the reflection of users’ identity and expression of their thoughts is vital 

to increase the level of social interaction. The relationship between the quality and 

activities can be demonstrated by (Figure 2-8). The increase in the quality and space 

directly proportional to an increase in the optional and social activities.  

 

Figure 2-8: The relationship between the quality of the physical environment and level of activities. (Source:(Gehl, 

1987)). 
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C. The management dimension 

The management dimension mainly concerns with urban governance and 

stakeholders. They interpret the changing needs and demands of the users in terms of 

process and policies.  The urban policies reflect on the public spaces in terms of catalyst 

for urban renewal, revitalization projects, participatory of local democracy. 

Management bodies include the public sector and or the private sector. Their focus 

would be the regulation of uses, maintenance routines, new investment, and 

coordination of interventions (Matthew Carmona et al., 2008). 

Management can be from the main public sector agencies, community-based 

organizations, or a delegated private sector. The management role ensures that the 

public space is an active part of the neighborhood and to the users(Matthew Carmona 

et al., 2008). This dimension is divided into four-linked process   

 Regulation: 

The regulation often dictates how the public spaces should be used and/or 

regulate the various uses to avoid conflict. The public space use can be regulated either 

through by-laws (formally) or by the design of the hardscape to dictate a specific 

function. Also, it can be an informal social practice or general attitude by society. The 

framework set by regulation is always open to change depending on the societal needs 

and constant changes and development.   

 Maintenance: 

Public spaces require routine maintenance to ensure the physical components 

are fit for use. Maintenance is not only limited to the physical hardscape components 

of the public spaces but also the infrastructure and the facilities within the site, such as 

the surfaces of roads, street furniture, lighting, vegetation. It helps to reinforce the safety 

and comfort of the site for all users.  
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 Investment 

Investment is essential and continuously thought after since it plays a role in the 

regulation and maintenance of public space. The level of maintenance and application 

of regulation to the public space is often related to the number of resources dedicated 

to these activities. While an investment can have many resources, sometimes-major 

redesign requires a huge amount of capital; if not available, the place can be left in 

desolation.  

 Coordination 

Coordination allows all stakeholders to be in the same direction. The 

coordination of the above interventions (regulation, maintenance, investment) is 

essential for achieving the quality of public spaces. 

 Animation 

Another factor is the animation of public spaces. (Shaftoe, 2008) mentioned it 

as the management role that boost public spaces by providing activities such as stalls, 

busking, skateboarding, picnicking. As well as encouraging social interaction attracts 

people. 

D. The temporal dimension 

 Carmona stated that time is the fourth dimension of space. As time passes, the 

space becomes more lived in and increases meaning. Time relates all the above 

dimensions together to create social cohesion. The activities carried on in the site are 

being used based on a certain amount of time; therefore, urban designers need to 

understand time cycles and the time management of activities in space. The use of 

public space differs depending on the time of day or seasons. Most importantly, spaces 

are constantly changing through time; it is important to withstand the changes and 

accommodate the needs. 
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Based on the literature review, it is noted that physical, social, management, and 

time dimensions reflect on the use and quality of the public spaces. Within the urban 

neighborhood, it is essential to provide activities that encourage social gatherings while 

considering the time cycle, management, and physical dimensions.   

2.5.2 Place-making and Place Diagram attributes  

Project for public spaces (PPS) is a nonprofit organization; its main aim is to 

help create successful public spaces that would reflect the strength of the community. 

They developed the “place-making” approach, which focuses on the activities in the 

place and connecting people through a collaborative process. 

The concept of Place-making originated from the work of Jane Jacobs and William 

H.Whyte in 1960. These pioneers focused on designing cities for people and 

concentrating on social and cultural aspects. By the year 1975, PPS developed the 

Place-making approach through collaboration between 3000 communities and public 

spaces. The interpretation of the physical and social attributes are combined in the place 

diagram (Figure 2-11).  

A. Diversity 

According to the model developers (PPS, 2018b), to achieve successful places, cities 

need to consider the “Power of 10+” that enable Place-making at different scales; the 

city’s identity and the image are reflected through its main destinations, places, and 

activities.  These destinations can be in the form of a square, waterfront, or a park that 

can help to draw more residents and visitors to the city. PPS specifies the importance 

of all cities to have ten destinations, which have ten places and ten activities (Figure 2-9). 

It is important to consider the different types of public spaces, whether it is the leading 

destination for the city or the neighborhood.   
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Figure 2-9: Power of 10+ (Source: (PPS, 2018a)). 

B. Community-driven  

The concept of Place-making is centered on the community and users of public 

spaces; it is both a process and a philosophy. Place-making can be of major impact on 

the following ten issue areas: equity & inclusion; streets as places; the architecture of 

place; innovation hubs; market cities; place governance; sustainability & resilience; 

rural communities; creative placemaking; and health. A transformation from the 

traditional top-down approach to a place led approach (Figure 2-10). 

 

Figure 2-10: Evolution of development (Source: (PPS, 2018a). 

C. Place diagram: 

“What makes a great place?” to answer the question (PPS, 2018) combined four 

attributes which are: access and linkage, comfort and image, uses and activities, and 

Sociability. These factors attract users and increase the level of usage, resulting in a 

more successful place. 
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Figure 2-11: What makes a great place (Source: (PPS, 2018b)). 

 Access and linkage: 

The accessibility of public spaces and their connection to the surrounding is the 

main factor. Also, accessibility includes visual, physical links and ease of navigation. 

The layout of public spaces should allow for welcoming access from a distance and up 

close. Also, space should allow for access by different moods of transportation (by foot, 

public transport, and private cars); however, to a pedestrian is highly encouraged. 

Designing the place with access and linkage considers the connection between the place 

and nearby building, the users, the traffic of roads leading to the place, and 

consideration of handicapped and accessibility. 

 Comfort and image: 

A welcoming public space can be achieved by considering the comfort level and 

image. This attribute includes different elements such as cleanliness, safety, the 

availability of the seating area, and the location of convenient shading devices. The first 

impression is an indicator of the place being comfortable and inviting.  
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  Uses and activities 

A range of activities attracts different types of users, as a result, increases the 

success of the place. For example, the provision of playgrounds attracts youth in the 

surrounding neighborhood. However, a multilayer of activities that appeal to a diversity 

of users is always preferable. The more activities available, the more the users who can 

use the place, creating a vibrant, lively, and unique place.  

 Sociability 

The most important quality of the place is to allow for social interaction, where 

people can meet friends and family or make new friends. It is very hard to achieve the 

level of comfort to facilitate interaction. This factor can be accomplished when the place 

welcomes different social groups. 

Place-making diagram was initiated to contain the four main categories that affect 

the success of the place. The four main criteria of evaluation are divided into intangible 

and measurement criteria. The intangible factors are the qualitative aspects, while the 

measurement criteria are the quantitative statistical aspects. 

2.6 The Adapted factors of success and revitalization of public spaces 

The criteria of quality and revival of space are presented above. It is noted that 

Successful public spaces depend on location and accessibility (physical dimension); 

social cohesion increase with time (temporal dimension) and with the introduction of 

activities (management). The idea of revival sluggish public spaces need to consider 

these aspects, and consideration of time cycle to be within the urban development plan 

of the city. Therefore, Table 2-6 below is the summary of the criteria for choosing and 

evaluating the public spaces applicable for applying temporary urbanism:  
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Table 2-6: Summary of the criteria (Source: Author)  

1. Geographic:  

‒ Central location 

within the 

neighborhood 

3. Management plan 

that include: 

‒ Coordination and 

diversity of activities 

and animation  

‒ Monitor activity  

‒ Rules and regulation  

‒ Maintenance  

Investment 

4. Social participation  

‒ Community 

participation  

‒ Encourage creativity 

and diversity of users  

 

2. The physical site 

should ensure: 

‒ Accessible  

‒ Identity  

‒ Comfort and safety 

‒ Legible 

 

5. Consideration of time  

‒ Seasonal activities  

‒ Consideration of the 

long term plan 

 

 

2.7 Conclusion 

This chapter addressed the various urbanism movements, focusing on the 

temporary approach, its types, advantages, and spatial consideration to revitalize the 

public space. The advantages are reflected in terms of economic, social, and place. 

Moreover, this chapter elaborated on the criteria for the success of public spaces that 

needs to be integrated in short term  and temporary approaches. The presented criteria 

include, location and accessibility (physical dimension), social cohesion increase with 

time (temporal dimension), and with the introduction of activities (management). 

Furthermore, the classification of temporary urbanism helps to narrow down the scope 

of research to investigate the events as an extraordinary measure (Figure 2-4). Events 

consist of various types, such as festivals, musical events, and pop-up markets.  Chapter 

3 will address the city Event revitalize of public spaces in more depth. 
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CHAPTER 3 CITY EVENTS AS A TOOL OF TEMPORARY 

URBANISM 

3.1 Introduction 

Chapter two introduced temporary urbanism and the revitalization aspects 

stating the importance of considering geographic, physical, management, social, and 

time aspect. The use of events as type of temporary urbanism to revitalize the public 

spaces support these criteria (Figure 3-1). Events attract public participation to specific 

geographic locations and require physical spatial consideration. They animate the space 

by providing diverse activities that add to the space identity and comfort. At the same 

time, the management starts with the encouragement of different stakeholders. Events 

can change any urban open spaces into a livable public spaces (Smith, 2016). This 

results in social participation and cohesion within the community. This chapter explores 

how events can change the public spaces in the city through the discourse of temporary 

urbanism and focus on local events.   

 

Figure 3-1: Events as part of temporary urbanism classification (Source: (Martin et al., 2019). 

3.2 Definition of events: 

According to (Smith, 2016), events in public spaces are defined as a temporary 

phenomenon in the city, therefore considered as part of the temporary urbanism. It is 
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not only an interim use to stop the gap but oriented towards creative cultural activities 

and public participation.  

“an organized socio-spatial phenomenon that is taking place at a 

designated time – outside of everyday routine – increasing the overall 

volume of social capital and celebrating selected elements of tangible 

and intangible culture.” (Cudny, 2014) 

(Martin & Hincks, 2016) described events as spectacular temporary use to 

provide a more efficient, creative use of the space (Figure 3-2: Public spaces timeline using 

events (Source Author)Figure 3-2). However, there are permanent impact of events that 

should not be neglected; based on Eva, the bigger scale events (megacity) tend to be 

classified under grand urbanism. Even though they are temporary, they have a 

permanent change in urban fabrics (Kassens-Noor, 2016).  

 

Figure 3-2: Public spaces timeline using events (Source Author) 

3.2.1 Chronological evolution of events in cities public spaces    

Throughout history, public spaces were used for carnivals, fairs, circuses, and 

sports and markets. The evolution of events can be noticed (Figure 3-3), as cities used 

to be designed around events spaces, for example, agora in ancient Greek cities. Then 

medieval cities and industrial cities planned formalized zones and public spaces to host 

the events. Contemporary cities held events on the city margin, however now the image 

of city festival is encouraged, and events are being staged and hosted in public spaces.  
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Figure 3-3: leisure activities spatial configuration timeline (Source :(Smith, 2016) (Richards & Palmer, 2010)). 

3.3 Success factors of city events  

(Richards & Palmer, 2010) stated the crucial factors to the success of events, which 

include context, physical, power, social, resources, and planning as Figure 3-4. 

 

Figure 3-4: Various factors of success of Events (Source: (Richards & Palmer, 2010)). 

 Content: 

The content is the city’s program, reflecting the city branding strategies, 

whether economic, social, cultural, or historic. The theme, location, public consent, 

political approval, and monetary fund reflect the context (Smith, 2016). The space’s 

culture and identity should be reflected on the event theme and space to ensure a high 

social interaction level. The context can be based on the current image and enhanced it 

or part of a new image. For example, Trafalgar square (Figure 3-5) events were targeted 

to remove the sense of hostility due to the history of demonstrations.  

 Physical: 

Events physical location needs to be considered to ensure efficiency and reduce 

negative impacts. (Stevens & Shin, 2012) states the four essential spatial characteristics 
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enclosure, axiality, centrality, and permeability. The event creates a lasting festive 

effect of freedom and adaptability. 

 Social: 

There are some common keywords associated with the word “Event,” which are 

a social gathering, occasions, competition, or adventure, all of which describe the lived 

experience and reflect the quality of life (Lunga & Mihaela, 2012). Events create a 

sense of place, community, and identity to the location, whether the city or 

neighborhood. Also, they are a platform for citizens to express their culture, talents, and 

creativity. The most important outcome of events is social participation and experience; 

events are unique once missed; it will not be repeated with the same experience again 

and would be a lost opportunity. (Richards & Palmer, 2010) (Getz, 2012)  

 Planning: 

Planning is an important factor to ease decision making. Plans develop and 

contributes city programs and future visions. Events should have a clear objective 

and a plan in the city development process. Different scales of event affect the long 

(15–25-years)   - medium (5–15-years) - short (3–5-years) term plans. For example, 

mega-events require improved infrastructure (roads, supporting facilities, and 

buildings); therefore, such events’ participation is part of a long-term plans to 

accommodate events. In contrast, events on local districts’ scale are part of short -

term plans since they offer measurable short-term gains.  

 Power: 

The successful use of power is crucial for decision making and coordinating 

between stakeholders. There is the top-down approach, by which the municipal or 

higher authority dictates the formation of the basic guidelines. While the bottom-up 

involves the community and people’s ideas and considers the social and cultural norms. 
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The management team is another important influencer since strong leadership and 

committed team will be able to put forth a smooth plan during the event.  

 Resources: 

 Resources indicate the funding level, from political and municipal. Cities are 

cautious with allocating public funds to events, so alternative funding from community 

and sponsors support is often a solution. Other significant resources are human 

resources and volunteers. 

3.4 Positive impact of events in public spaces 

A. City branding  

Cities attempted to host events and use it as a branding opportunity since it boosts 

their image and allows for higher exposure. Thus creates economic and tourism 

advantages. On a neighborhood scale, events create a nodal site and meeting point for 

residence. The growth of the audience will lead to Social interaction and improve the 

quality of life. On a city scale, events affect the national and international city profile-

raising and create a city brand. Events can cost less and achieve significant recreational, 

educational, and economic impact(Richards & Palmer, 2010)(Cudny, 2016). 

 As part of the branding strategies is to label the cities, such as; “The city of 

festivals” or “Eventful cities” (for example, Edinburg). These strategies freed cities 

from traditional spatial boundaries having these festive events everywhere and, in 

contrast, transforming the space for a lasting memory. The concept of the urban festival 

was common in cities that were not affected by world war two, such as: Edinburg, which 

was branded as “city of Festivals”(Smith, 2016).  

B. Revival and animation of public space  

Revitalizing through staging events means the temporary animation of the 

public spaces via new uses, activities, and inviting new users. Moreover, the emphasis 
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of flexibility of the space. The literature review has introduced the following term that 

describes the process of animating space: 

Eventalisation: 

(Richards & Palmer, 2010)(Jakob, 2013)(Smith, 2016)defined the term as the 

process in which using and producing urban space for staging Events   

Events + Revitalisation Event-alisation 

Eventalisation of public space has a significant role in changing the identity of 

the place and branding the place as social, active, and entertaining. It can revive 

the unsuccessful urban spaces. (Richards & Palmer, 2010).  

In order to overcome the inactive, sluggish spaces and revive them, the right 

Event needs to be considered to attract more people and enliven the spaces. For 

example: Trafalgar square was known for its unattractiveness, however after 

modification of accessibility, active management, and the introduction of events, it 

became livelier and developed a new social meaning (Figure 3-5).  

 

Figure 3-5: Eid festival for the Muslim community (Source: (london.gov, 2020))  

C. Spatial experience  

Experiencing the spaces through events highlight the cultural and social activities 

of the place; and allow for an experience-based value for the city. The cycle of 

experiencing the place can be understood by the following stages (Figure 3-6). The first 

stage is studying the current location context and territories in order to realize the impact 

of the temporary event. Then the event disturbs the spatial experience that causes the 

“deterritorialization” of the space. This process changes the context by inviting new 
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social actors, themes, activities into the public space. However, after the event ended, 

the space “re-territorialization” to the original state. As a result, the public space will 

be enriched and leave a memory in the user mind enhancing the image of the city on a 

macro scale and public space on the micro-scale (Johansson & Kociatkiewicz, 2011), 

thus affecting the experience and attaching a memory to the location. 

 

Figure 3-6: Space experience cycle (Adapted from (Johansson & Kociatkiewicz, 2011)). 

3.5 Negative impact of events in public spaces 

Although events are temporary, the disturbance they create poses constraints on 

the location of the event.  The most noticeable negative impact is road inaccessibility 

and the enclosure for regular neighborhood use. For example, Notting Hill Carnival in 

London is an annual street festival and parade, but every year, it is being questioned 

due to the changes in traffic and the resulting congestion (Figure 3-7a,b)(Richards & 

Palmer, 2010). Furthermore, safety may be threatened with the increasing number of 

users; therefore, proper crowd management and event safety team is required. Another 

concern is social segregation, which sometimes is inevitable due to the unapproachable 

sense that creates a social exclusion (http://festspace.net/, 2020).   

The events can suffer from destruction or vandalism of historical or heritage 

sites. In some case, building or structure needs to be constructed which might cause 

disturbance when not timely removed after an event or have an unattractive structure 

which might change the cityscape of the site (Cudny, 2016). (Smith, 2016) noted the 
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environmental impact in case of hosting events in parks. Such as the destruction of turf 

or grass or flora and fauna and noise level. This impact not only resulting from the 

user’s movement or littering but also the preparation, which includes truck movement 

and structure building (Figure 3-8). Therefore, the need to regulate the level of 

disturbance is crucial; London has set a limit of 75 decibels in parks and squares.  

 

Figure 3-7: a) Route of the parade, b) The crowdedness in streets(Source: ( www.thesun,co.uk,2019)). 

 

Figure 3-8: Closed park due to Event b) lorry servicing temporary Event ruining turf and grass of the park (Source: 

(Smith, 2016)). 

3.6 City events classification 

Throughout the theoretical discourse, events can be divided into several 

categories; Figure 3-10 represents different authors categorizing events. (Soteriades & 

Dimou, 2011) (Lunga & Mihaela, 2012) (Cudny, 2016) (Getz, 2008) (Smith, 2012) 

(Shaftoe, 2008). 

Getz (1997) started by categorizing the events based on a series of 

interconnecting factors. He included size, duration, and frequency of events and visitors.  

As well as the events impact on the economy (the positive or negative) and level of 
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media coverage. Also, based on occasion such as a cultural Event, sports Event, 

Business Event(Soteriades & Dimou, 2011). 

However, from a touristic industry point of view, Jago & Shaw (1998) identified 

major, minor events, the hallmark, and mega-events, based on their size and scale in 

terms of the number of visitors, the attraction of the crowd, and repetition or rarity of 

the event. (Lunga & Mihaela, 2012). 

In 2005, Getz further detailed the division based on size and importance as the 

main factors for society and the economy. He referred to it as local, regional, periodic 

hallmark, and mega-events. These events are equivalent to the minor, major, hallmark, 

mega-events described by Jago & Shaw. (Cudny, 2016)(Lunga & Mihaela, 2012). Getz 

(2008) elaborated on his typology to follow the event theme. Such as; cultural 

celebration, which is referred to as public celebration. They could be festivals, carnivals, 

religious events, or memorials. Another theme, such as recreational sports, is related to 

the participation of public and professional players in public spaces. Other themes 

include; Art and entertainment, political and state, Business and trade, as well as 

educational and scientific themes. Finally, the private events are held by individuals or 

groups of people that share the celebration with other invitees such as weddings and 

parties (Getz, 2008)(Cudny, 2016).Andrew smith classification events based on their 

theme (sports /non-sports)and size (mega, major). (Smith, 2012). 

Cudny (2014) classified according to three categories. Firstly, is the scale that 

includes mega, major, hallmark, signature, and select events. Secondly is the theme, 

which includes festivals. Finally, the last category is Meeting, incentives, conventions, 

and exhibitions (MICE) related activities. 
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City events in terms of urban study, planning, and public spaces can be seen in 

works of Henry Shaftoe, describing the public spaces able to be designed or evolved to 

include entertainment activities. This categorization of events that can be held outdoor 

with no special enclosed location. He categorized street entertainment or events into 

formal and informal. Formal such as festivals, concerts, and street performances 

(Figure 3-9a). Or informal events such as bric-a-brac stalls or garage sales and street 

markets (Figure 3-9b) and public demonstrations or protest (Shaftoe, 2008). 

Demonstration presents the gathering of the public due to a matter of grievance; it can 

be positive or negative, violent, or nonviolent. (“Street Protest Law and Legal 

Definition | USLegal, Inc.,” n.d.). Also, Smith listed the events that are being revived 

in the public spaces and regarded as part of city activities in streets, squares, and parks. 

These events include the traditional reinstallations of old events such as carnivals, fairs, 

circuses, sports events, pleasure gardens, and public parks. (Smith, 2016).  

       

Figure 3-9: a) Street band, Krakow, Poland (Source: (Shaftoe, 2008)). b) Informal street market (Source: 

(Georgina Jarvis, 2015)). 
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Figure 3-10: Different  of classification  in chronological order (Source: author’s compilation) 
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3.6.1 Event classification Analysis 

Based on the previous classifications, there are three consistent categories; size, 

theme, and duration, which affect the selection of events. The size deals with the event 

scale in the city or neighborhood; Table 3-1 presents the definitions of events classified 

by size. The author believes the sequence should be by size, then the theme, then 

duration. This research considers the local events and their spatial adaptation in 

residential neighborhood’s public spaces. 

Table 3-1: Event classification definition based on size (Source: (Getz, 2008) (Cudny, 2016) (Smith, 2012)). 

Event 

classification  

Definition  

Mega-Events These events can require either singular or multiple destinations, 

and occupants and visitors are over 1 million. Often require 

political acceptance, media coverage, and economic impact such as 

the Olympics 

Hallmark These refer to rare events specific to certain places and cultures. It 

is known to transform the hosting place. It accommodates 

approximately 1 million participants. Consists of events such as 

royal weddings and national day celebrations 

Major 

Events: 

 

Also called Regional or multipurpose events, they are prestigious 

affair that attract national or international media coverage. They are 

smaller than mega and hallmark. They include several themes, such 

as musical, religious, and cultural. The number of visitors ranges 

from approx. 1000 to 500 000 typically occurs in public plazas, 

open theaters, and parks. 

Local 

Events:  

 

These events target the residents and communities within one 

neighborhood or across several ones. They are based on local social 

values and reflect their wants in terms of entertainment and social 

networking. They enhance the overall sense of belonging and 

attachment to the community. The expected number of participants 

ranges from 50 to 5000 participants, typically occurs in 

neighborhood parks, pocket parks (parklet), streets, connecting 

alleyway.  
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3.7 Case studies of neighborhoods Events to revitalize public spaces  

3.7.1 Case study selection 

An in-depth analysis of the following two cases enables a closer understanding 

of local events to revive public space and help in place making. Even though there was 

no clear framework followed, however, it is important to analyze the applied universal 

principles and identify the tools and criteria used. The lessons learned will provide a 

valuable contribution to the development of the Framework from a practical standpoint. 

The uniqueness of each case is reflected in the principles that have been used 

while developing it. The cases are selected based on a set of criteria, as shown in 

(Table 3-2). The criteria include location, the scale of the project, the intention of the 

project, and its mission. Also, the different qualities focused on each public space, 

including social, management, and physical qualities. All oriented to support the 

revitalization of public spaces.    

Table 3-2: Case studies selection criteria (Source: Author). 

Criteria  Selection process  

Location  Within city neighborhood limits, not on the borders. 

The intention of the 

project 

Who initiated the project, purpose, whether part of the 

regeneration and/or revitalization of public spaces and 

vacant lands? 

Decision making  Stakeholder involved. 

Qualities implemented  The measures that are integrated into public spaces. 

Future implication  How does the project continue to evolve and direct and 

future impact on the neighborhood? 

 

3.7.2 Case study 1: Putnam Triangle Plaza, New York 

3.7.2.1 Approach 

The case of Putnam triangle plaza is located in New York City, at the 

intersection of Putnam Avenue, Grand Avenue, and Fulton Street (Figure 3-11). The 

transformation approach was made in several stages throughout the years—the 

community-initiated events from 2011 to 2017, followed by governmental support. The 

target was to create a vibrant community public space for citizens to enjoy. The 
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transformation was done in stages, one of which was the utilization of events as a 

Temporary Urbanism tool. Events encouraged users to frequent the space and 

associated a positive image(NYC Department of Transport, 2010). 

 

Figure 3-11: Public space intersection of Putnam Ave/Grand Ave/Fulton St (Source: .nyc.gov). 

Different events introduced include; dance party for children and adults to enjoy 

the outdoor area in 2011 with the help of FAB street organization. The events featured 

games, live music, and a dance allowing people (adults and children) to sit, relax with 

a book and enjoy (Figure 3-12). Also, the “Uni reading room” in 2014 (Figure 3-13) 

targeted children within the district. The plaza was converted into a temporary library 

with the help of “Tribeca Pediatrics’ We Care for Your Kids Foundation.”  

  

Figure 3-12: Dance party 2011(Source: 

nyc.streetblog.org). 

Figure 3-13: Uni reading room in Clinton Hill, 

Brooklyn, on June 13, 2014 (Source: 

https://www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-

plaza/). 

 

https://www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/
https://www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/
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3.7.2.2 Management: 

FAB NYC initiated this movement; they are a group of artists and organizers 

from the community who work to preserve and grow cultural vibrancy within the Lower 

East Side neighborhood. The process was bottom-up; the community had to initiate 

communication with the NY Department of Transport (DOT) to place the plaza in the 

“New York plaza program” to transform it into vibrant public spaces. The funding for 

redevelopment was possible due to the partners involved in the program.  

The city initiated a series of workshops and street surveys to involve the public. 

These workshops aimed to meet with the potential stakeholders to initiating discussions 

about the area’s problems and changing society’s perception of the place. The 

workshops developed a program of events that as an inseparable element of the overall 

transformation process. At this stage, some permanent measures were made, including 

the permanent enclosure of the street and rerouting the cars to create a more comfortable 

and safe plaza for pedestrians (Figure 3-14).  The next stage included a statistical survey 

that measured the satisfaction rate of the public and the needs for more permeant 

measures that included a designed park for the community, as shown in (Figure 3-14).  

         

Figure 3-14: a) Rerouting of cars and buses after the involvement of the NYDOT b) proposed design for the 

Putnam Triangle Plaza (Source: www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/). 

 

3.7.2.3 Spatial consideration: 

The plaza is located on Fulton Street, which is a main accessible street and 

priority corridor. The site is surrounded by commercial shops within a residential 

neighborhood (Figure 3-15). The grid pattern of the city allowed for easy connectivity 
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and accessibility to the plaza. Except for crossing the main street (Fulton), the rest of 

the streets are considered low traffic density (Figure 3-16).  

The government considered the project proposal because of the lack of available 

public space within a 10-minute walk and the need for a community gathering 

(Figure 3-17). Events accelerated the decision-making process and convinced the public 

and government of the change.  

  

Figure 3-15:a) Site within the general street pattern  b) site direct surrounding commercial, mixed-

use(Source (NYC Department of Transport, 2010)). 

  

Figure 3-16: Location and surrounding traffic 

density (red is high traffic density while orange is 

lower density) (Source: (NYC Department of 

Transport, 2010)) 

Figure 3-17: 10 min radius for parks to serve the 

neighborhood (Source: (NYC Department of 

Transport, 2010)). 

 

3.7.2.4 The applied temporary measures  

The measures used in events are as follows:   

 Moveable seating and chairs encouraged activities and place keeping. 

(Figure 3-18) 

       
Figure 3-18 Temporary measures: use of moveable chairs and tables (Source: 

www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/). 
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Figure 3-19: Temporary measures: use of temporary structure (Source: www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-

plaza/). 

 Screens and umbrellas provided shading and comfort against the sun. 

(Figure 3-19). 

 Portable food trucks and restrooms were amenities that encourage place 

keeping. 

 Moveable flowerpots and artificial grass were for comfort and enhancing 

image. 

   

Figure 3-20: Temporary measures: artificial grass and moveable planter (Source: 

www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/). 

 The moveable barriers (planters and plastic traffic barrier cones) were for a 

sense of enclosure and safety for the event participant. (Figure 3-21) 

 15,000 sq.ft. (1,400 sq.m) street was closed during the event to ensure the 

safety and encourage the pedestrian movement from the neighborhood.  

    

Figure 3-21: Temporary measures: moveable barrier in the street (Source: 

www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/). 

3.7.2.5 Significance and lesson learned 

The process of developing public space into a useable and vibrant space was 

achieved using measures of temporary urbanism. This process involved various 

stakeholders and considerable effort from the public. The public understanding of the 
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benefit of the plaza to their community was the driving force for the change. As a 

summary of the case, the following remarks could be concluded.  

 At the beginning of the planned transformation. Temporary Urbanism 

provided an opportunity for the space to be activated without taking uncertain 

and expensive infrastructure measures The process can be as shown in 

Figure 3-22 

 

Figure 3-22: Process for Putnam Triangle Plaza in New York development (Source: Author). 

 Involvement of community-based organization such as FAB initiated regular 

events “FAB Friday Events” in the plaza was an accelerator to the process of 

revitalization  

 The local business involvement in the improvement of the district and 

encouragement of the development  

 Permanent use can result from the temporary events, which lead to a more 

successful public space.  

 The public and stakeholders participated in the decision-making process, 

which included choosing the events and designing the park. 

 

Figure 3-23: Temporary measures: public and stakeholder involvement with the Events and the design (Source: 

www.streetlab.org/2014/06/14/putnam-plaza/). 
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3.7.3 Case study 2: Pallet Pavilion, Christchurch, Canterbury, New Zealand. 

3.7.3.1 Approach 

The case of Pallet Pavilion is located at the intersection of Kilmore Street and 

Durham Street in New Zealand. This case represents the utilization of temporary 

urbanism in response to the vacant land after the disastrous earthquake in February 2011. 

The Crown Plaza hotel occupied the site of the pallet pavilion before it was demolished 

in 2012 due to the significant damage from the earthquake (Figure 3-24). 

   

Figure 3-24: The location of the pallet pavilion (Source: Google Maps)  

The transformation was led by the community organization “Gap Filler.” Their 

main concern was filling the gaps that were appearing in the city and bringing life to 

the community through temporary activities (Winn, 2012). The community members 

decided the need to revitalize the empty land and reuse it in creatively to serves the 

whole community. They Designed a pavilion (event space) by using a temporary 

structure (3000 recycled pallets) and the help of talented youth, including architects, 

project management, and artist of different fields. The project is based on donations and 

volunteers. Once finished, the pavilion opened daily as a free public space. The site 

hosted more than 250 events for two years, including musical (Figure 3-25), movies, 

banquettes (Figure 3-26), and markets (Figure 3-27). The temporary pallet structure was 

taken down in 2014 and was landscaped as public spaces for activities. 
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Figure 3-25: Musical Events (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

 

Figure 3-26: Banquette (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

 

Figure 3-27: Pallet pavilion market (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

3.7.3.2 Management 

Gap Filler management utilized various stakeholder's support to use the space 

until the rebuilding process started. They faced different challenges; first was the legal 

procedures of securing an occupancy permit of a privately owned land. They did not 

want to lease the land since it would be expensive; therefore, they got the permission to 

use the land from the crown plaza leaseholder, the owners, and the city council. (Winn, 

2012). The second challenge was the legalities and insurance process; the help of local 

lawyers and the fire department as part of their community services did this. Finally, 

the funding was done by securing sponsors and yard owners who donated pallets and 

equipment used. (Figure 3-28).  



52 

 

  

Figure 3-28: Pallet pavilion (Source: 

quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

Figure 3-29: Location within the neighborhood (Source: Google 

Maps). 

3.7.3.3 Spatial consideration 

The site is located at the end of a commercial axis, surrounded by various 

functions and schools (Figure 3-29).  It is considered an active neighborhood; however, 

due to the earthquake, the neighbor lost their clubrooms, community centers, and small-

to-medium event venues. Local artists designed the temporary structure and the plan 

for the pallet distribution (Figure 3-30). The space could hold up to 200 people with 

various arrangements that allow for different events (Figure 3-31). The enclosed blue 

exterior concealed a secret garden, with landscaping creatively integrated into the walls 

and stepped seating—the use of a selection of local plants to bloom throughout the 

summer. Also, there was a space for an arcade and local market, which generate money 

for maintenance.  

 

Figure 3-30: Gap Filler summer pallet pavilion plan (Source:(Winn, 2012)). 
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Figure 3-31: Different plan arrangements for different vents(Source: (Winn, 2012). 

3.7.3.4 The applied temporary measures: 

 Recycled plastic boxes and pallets as tables and seats were used to reduce 

costs. 

 The pavilion used donated equipment, including a sound system, a small 

triangular stage, a video projector, and a screen. 

 

Figure 3-32: Recycling plastic boxes and pallets for the table (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

 Temporary lighting and portable electricity unit were used to provide the 

power.  

 Mobile shading umbrellas were used to provide shade during the morning  

 Amenities such as toilets, food trucks, and the local market stands were part 

of the provisions. 

 

Figure 3-33: Temporary measure: surrounding food trucks (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz). 

 The use of signs for introductory messages and wayfinding. (Figure 3-34). 
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 The use of metal barriers and pallets for enclosure. (Figure 3-35) 

 The Community participation through involvement with events and 

volunteering 

        

Figure 3-34: Temporary measure: signs (Source: quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz) 

     

Figure 3-35: a) Temporary measure: metal barrier and pallets b) community volunteers (Source: 

quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz) 

          

3.7.3.5 Significance and Lessons learned 

Gap Filler describes itself as an “urban regeneration initiative that facilitates a wide 

range of temporary projects, events, installations, and amenities in the city” (Gap Filler 

N.D.). The project aimed at the greater good of the community after the earthquake. 

The following was the main benefits of the project  

  Enhancement of the Creative process that speeds up the rebuilding process in 

the city 

 The utilization of various talent in the communities architects, theater film, 

performance and arts, and management  

 Creation of public spaces open for everyone that benefit the locals and tourist, 

community organization, and small business owners. 

 The Use of recycled material showed a sustainable way to contribute to the 

environment. 

 The process of temporary events was based on specific stages as shown in 

Figure 3-36 
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Figure 3-36: Process for pallet pavilion development (Source: Author).  

3.7.4 Case studies summery 

Several valuable lessons could be concluded from the evaluation of both case 

studies, as shown in the table below. 

Table 3-3:  Summary of the case studies important aspects (Source: Author). 

Aspects 

Putnam Triangle Plaza, New 

York 

 

Pallet Pavilion, 

Christchurch, New 

Zealand 

Implemented 

revitalization criteria 

S
p
at

ia
l 

as
p
ec

ts
 Accessible location  Accessible location  Location selection  

Commercial axis  Commercial axis  Site selection  

10 min walk within the 

neighborhood  

Enclosure through 

the design  

Site selection 

M
an

ag
em

en
t Municipal and governmental 

collaboration   

 Planning with long 

term vision  

Public participation in 

workshops  

Volunteering and 

local organizations   

Community 

participation and 

municipal 

encouragement  

T
em

p
o
ra

ry
 t

o
o

ls
 

A series of community-initiated  

Events  

Different activities 

and Events  

Community 

participation  

Moveable seating  Moveable seating  Activities and 

comfort  

Temporary Shading structure Temporary shading  

structure  

Activities and 

comfort 

Food trucks Food trucks and 

moveable toilets  

Amenities  

Flowering pots and artificial 

grass 

Use of local plants   Enhance image  

Moveable barrier  Enclosure using  

pallets 

Safety and spatial 

consideration  

Encourage public participation in 

decision making  

Community member 

Volunteering 

throughout the Event   

Management and 

sociability  

Statistical survey   Checking 

contentment level 

Rerouting of street  Access and linkage 

 Recycled material  Sustainability  

 Temporary lighting  Safety and comfort  

 Signs and 

identification boards 

Wayfinding and 

access  
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These projects focused on local scale and community, following a “By locals for 

locals” moto. The projects and the management organization provide a resourceful and 

self-managing plan by the use of various supporters, volunteers, and the use of sales 

revenue to conduct more events. The most important aspect is that the project provided 

value and diversity of activities and uses. 

3.8 Local Events in local context on Jeddah, Saudi Arabia  

3.8.1 Local events in Jeddah  

Jeddah has one of the important ports that facilitated commerce, tourists, and 

receiving Hajj and Umrah pilgrims throughout the years. One of the main places that 

pilgrims and visitors tend to visit is old Jeddah (Al Balad) as well as Cornish Since 

these two places reflect the city identity, culture, and history.  Even though Jeddah 

hosts lots of events, they are often conducted in certain zones, such as the old part 

(Historical Jeddah), Cornish, and shopping malls, and at certain times (Ramadan 

month, Summer). It is to be noted that most of the activities introduced are of an 

entertainment and educational value, public demonstration or protesting disturb the 

public order and are not common in Saudi communities. Local events as a temporary 

measure to revitalize the public spaces are rarely used in inner-city spaces (for the 

residence and the youth of neighborhoods). 

3.8.2 Social profile  

Saudi Arabia has a unique demographic status of almost 40% of youth between 

the age of 14 and 34. The vision 2030 encourages youth because they are the future 

asset of the country. The kingdom is going through the liberalization of cultural and 

social practices that target the youth encouraged and introduce entertainment facilities 

and public events that were not allowed before—for example, allowing cinema, music, 

theater, concerts, NBA, Volleyball tournaments, and running competition (Al Banawi, 
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2019; Northam & Tanis, 2018).  Therefore encouraging the youth to participate in their 

local neighborhood enhances their understanding of culture, creativity, and identity as 

well as encourage the social interaction with neighbors and small businesses.  

3.8.3 Management  

A. Municipality process  

Several Event organizations have initiated the many events with the approval of 

“General entertainment authority” (GEA). The GEA provides a guideline for the 

process that includes; mega, major events, or permanent entertainment 

facilities(General Entertainment Authority, 2020). The process of the permit is as 

follows a strict procedure starting with organizers must be registered as event organizers 

in GEA and have an official venue approval along with full content description. The 

process requires 60 days before approval. 

B. Event planning and organizers  

The official Event organizers such as “Benchmark” organized several of the 

events in Jeddah and Riyadh. Hiring volunteers from youth to assist in the organization 

and dealing with the public on a large scale. It is noted that the authority does not have 

a distinguished process for smaller scale and public initiated events. The current process 

is for the mega, major, while the approval time for these events is lengthy due to the 

significant effect on the city. Therefore, a proposal for the local events and public 

involvement is required on a neighborhood scale. 

3.8.4 Local events examples  

The most noticeable festival hosted on a local scale was Al Balad, “Historic Jeddah 

Festival.” Since Al Balad was listed as UNESCO’s World Heritage site in 2014, its 

revitalization was crucial, which lead the Saudi Commission for Tourism and National 

Heritage to initiate in the same year the festival. It is one of the first well-known events, 

which received many mega coverage and interest form the whole community. Its main 
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mission was to recalls the past of the place and the people.  It includes several 

monuments and heritage buildings of archaeological interest, such as the Old Jeddah 

wall and its historical open squares (e.g., Al Mazloom, Al-Sham, Al Yemen, and Al 

Bahr Haras). (Moussa, 2017)The festival encourages more intensive and varied uses of 

places that already carry memories and meanings for local citizens, and opens up 

community spaces for youth to experience new meanings.  

  

Figure 3-37 Historic Jeddah Festival(Moussa, 2017). 

  

Figure 3-38: Masharef Ramadan nights(Source: (Loqman, 2017)). 

  Another example of the community festival in Jeddah is Masharef Ramadan 

nights (Figure 3-38) attract visitors of the neighborhood that lasts the month of Ramadan, 

enhances the social life, and uses the vacant spaces within the neighborhoods(Loqman, 

2017).  Other local examples include the community market "Basta Market" in Jeddah, 

which was hosted for three months per year (Figure 3-39). This market followed the 

tradition of open Friday, Thursday market that used to happen in the local district. The 

conversion of an unused vacant land to locate 100 kiosks and occupy 500 visitors 

(“Basta Market in Jeddah attracts 5 thousand visitors,” 2016). Additionally, there are 
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the occasional sports events such as Beach Volleyball tournament, which depend on 

weather and time of year.  

 

Figure 3-39: Basta Market (Source: (“Basta Market in Jeddah attracts 5 thousand visitors,” 2016)). 

3.9 Conclusion 

In conclusion and based on the recount of the Event typology, While there are 

various themes and scales. This research focuses on the local events and determining 

the theme and location within residential neighborhoods. Knowing the local context 

preference and profile is important to ensure the event identity compatibility and level 

of creativity and advertisement and management required. The spatial, management, 

and physical tools target the temporary place-making and place keeping and revival of 

the spaces.  
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CHAPTER 4 DERIVING A FRAMEWORK FOR REVIVING 

PUBLIC SPACES 

4.1 Introduction 

The previous chapters identified the key concepts that are imperative to achieve 

the aims of this study. The theories, frameworks, and successful factors mentioned 

provided a solid foundation for devising a conceptual framework and methodology to 

study the revival of public spaces. Also, they provided an understanding of these 

interrelated theories that ultimately can be reflected in the local context of Saudi Arabia. 

Chapter 2 highlighted the temporary urbanism approach and explored the key criteria 

required to revitalize the sluggish spaces while focusing on Jeddah, Saudi Arabia as 

well as it mentioned the importance of temporary urbanism for society, economy, and 

placemaking. In addition, chapter three focused on “Public City Events” and 

understanding the event’s spatial considerations and placemaking tools the impact of 

events on public spaces.  

Building off the literature review, this chapter identifies the key criteria used to 

identify a framework and due to the lack of a clear local framework in the kingdom, 

which links revitalization theories to the temporary urbanism. In addition, to be aligned 

with the kingdom’s vision, 2030 goals are to diversify the economy and boost the 

quality of life.  

4.2 The framework Methodology: 

The process of developing the framework involved linking three main areas of 

knowledge, temporary urbanism, successful placemaking theories, and successful local 

events (Figure 4-1). And a survey directed to the public to study the local context and 

preference to identify the type of spaces and events needed by the residence of the 

kingdom and Jeddah.   
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Identifying and outlining the criteria according to the local context in reference 

to heading number 2.6 (The Adapted factors of success and revitalization of public spaces) 

and 2.63.3 (Success factors of city events) and analysis of the survey. These criteria were 

studied and arranged in a recommended sequence for an easy process and decision-

making, followed by measurable indicators and attributes.  

 

Figure 4-1:  Summary of the main theories (Source: Author) 

To propose the initial framework was proposed, followed, that is the validation. 

The validation through an expert survey; the action followed was to weigh the 

importance of the aspects to assess the level of contribution. The validation is an 

essential step to make sure no factors were misplaced or sequenced in the wrong place. 

The process can be summarized in the following diagram, Figure 4-2.  

 

Figure 4-2: The researcher process of devising the framework. (Source: Author) 
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4.3 Public opinion questionnaire:  

The questionnaire purpose is to evaluate the neighborhood public spaces. The 

questions (Appendix A) examine how the public receives the idea of integrating events. 

This questionnaire was conducted electronically. This survey also helped in narrowing 

down the options for the selected study in chapter 5.  

4.3.1 Question description  

The questionnaire was divided into three main parts, mostly multiple choices 

and short answer questions. The first part targets the general demographic question such 

as age, nationality, and gender. Then the next part examines the neighborhood and its 

public spaces from the residence point of view. This part questions includes the district 

name, types of public spaces available in the neighborhood. It also included questions 

regarding the frequency of visits, duration, and purpose of the visit and their opinion on 

the successful places. The last part of the survey described events in public spaces and 

questioned the preferred types, frequency, location, and views on the initiation and 

participation.  

4.3.2 Questionnaire result and discussion  

The questionnaire was conducted in March 2020 and received 40 respond form 

various districts. The results analyzed take note of residence public opinion; Table 4-1 

shows the results of the questionnaire. Seventeen of the participant were from one 

district (Al Salamah district), while the rest were from other districts in Jeddah. This 

discussion deals with the analysis of all the results; then, a separate analysis of Al 

Salamah district was utilized in 5.3.1.2as part of the case study.     

 

 



63 

 

Table 4-1: Questionnaire result (Source: Author). 

Part 1  

  

  

Part 2  

 
 

  

 

Part 3   

  



64 

 

  
 

Part 1: General demographic  

Regarding the first part of the questionnaire, the highest range of participation 

was between 20-29 years old, and almost equal male to female ratio. The majority were 

Saudis. 67.5% stated they were employed while the rest are unemployed, students or 

stay at home moms.  

Part 2: Public perception of the neighborhood public spaces  

The first question regarding the residence duration in the district; the majority of 

the responses stated that they resided in their district for 2-5 years. Many respondents 

identified walkways as the main public spaces in their neighborhood, followed by the 

cluster park. Overall, some residences identified neighborhood parks and playgrounds 

within their vicinity. The least percentage was for the setting areas. These questions 

indicate how well residence know and explore the place and identification of the public 

spaces within their vicinity.  

Regarding the frequency of use of the public space, it is noticed that a large 

percentage answered, hardly use (52%) that these spaces are inactive and sluggish. 

While 20% responded they visit twice a week, this indicates a level of success and 

prefers to some public spaces, which are walkways. The people's perceived walkway 

as the most successful place showed; however, the least was the cluster parks followed 

by neighborhood parks then the playgrounds; thus, walkways will not be considered a 

sluggish space since it has a high level of usage.  
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Part 3: Introducing temporary urbanism and events: 

 The first question specify the preferred type of event in Jeddah; the highest rate 

is festival, community markets, arts and crafts followed by sports events, urban farming, 

and parades. The residence preferred the events to be conducted on a monthly or 

seasonal rate, and suggested locations were vacant lands followed by neighborhood 

parks, Cluster Park, then playgrounds and walkways. The last question was open-ended 

to view their point of view; it would be fair to conclude that people appreciated the idea 

of events and encouraged its occurrence and repetition as an activity for the kids and 

more livable public spaces. 

4.4 Defining key criteria and indicators 

Successful events require the primary identification of criteria including; physical, 

social experience, temporary tools, and management. These criteria and indicators are 

listed below. This table will provide the theoretical base required to develop a 

conceptual framework for initiating events to revive sluggish public spaces.  

Table 4-2: list of criteria and indicators (Source: Author) 

Criteria  Indicators  

1. The Geo-physical  a. Location within city 

 The provision of a location (public space) within the 

neighborhood allows for maximum accessibility and 

participation and adds life to the neighborhood public space. 

 b. Area of space  

 The neighborhood population and the type of event, and the 

expected number of participants are variables that affect the 

location choice and area. The number of occupants can be 

calculated based on the type of event. For example: the 

standing spectator 0.3sqm/person- market or festivals 2.5 

sq.m/person (Wolchover, 2012) (“What considerations need 

to be made when defining occupant capacity?,” n.d.). 

Besides, the distribution of functions affects the area 
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required. The market requires a prep, display, sales 

interaction, and social area (Figure 4 1). While farming area 

depends on the number of family member. The garden of an 

average area of 55 – 7 4sqm caters for a family of 5 or more 

(Eyerly, 2020). 

 
Figure 4-3: Market function distribution (Source: (Sommer, 2012). 

 c. Accessibility 

 A degree of accessibility to the target location would indicate 

the ease of access by participant and range that this event 

serves, whether it is the whole neighborhood or cluster of 

houses. It is also a reference to the pedestrian access and 

public transit access.  

 d. Enclosure  

 It is vital to have a defined zone; either the space is enclosed 

by building Figure 4 4 or temporary measures such as; 

moveable barriers, barricades, signs, or streets’ enclosure. 

 
Figure 4-4: Types of enclosure in public space (Source: Author). 

 e. Axiality   

 This axial flow of spaces (Figure 4-5) maximizes the 

exposure to people in the crowd alongside. This also 

encourages ‘secondary activities.’ 
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Figure 4-5: The degree of axial flow in spaces (Source: Author). 

 f. Centrality  

 Events should Utilize the central nodes in the neighborhood’s 

public spaces to cover a wide range for the pedestrian to 

commute. Which could be determined following the “5 min 

walk” rule or “10 mins walk,” also referred to as 

“Pedestrian Shed.” The 5 min walk is 400 meters walking 

range (0.25 mile) while the 10 mins walk covering a more 

extensive range of 800 meters (0.50 mile). (“The 5-minute 

walk,” 2020). 

 
Figure 4-6: Centrality within 5 min walk (Source: Author). 

 g. Permeability and connectivity through space and time 

 This describes the extension of the social atmosphere beyond 

the immediate time and space of the Event. And the 

penetrable of the space within the neighborhood 

(Figure 4-7). 
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Figure 4-7: Degree of permeability a) permeability and connectivity in small-scale public space (Source: 

Author) b) Macy parade permeably and connectivity within a city scale and the surrounding services that 

viewer of the parade are likely to use (Source: luxeadventuretraveler.com). 

 h. Site physical condition  

 It indicates the clearance of the site and absence of 

obstacles, such as an existing structure or availability of 

landscape or greenery. 

2. Lived experience  
a. Type of Event 

 Local events within neighborhoods that target the residents 

and communities are the focus of this research. They reflect 

the locals’ wants and social values in terms of entertainment 

and social networking. Based on the questionnaire conducted 

(Appendix A), the following themes were proposed.  

 b. Theme and aesthetic  

 
The overall setting of public space to evoke a particular 

emotion. Events can reflect the historical period, culture, or 

merely festive mood. The aesthetic and beauty of the location 

will encourage and enhance the experience. The local events 

can have many themes. However, the following themes are 

based on local preferences: 

i. Small Festival/community celebration: customarily 

staged based on a local community’s unique aspect. They 

provide entertainment and activities for visitors and 

residents.  

ii. Parade: Public march that can celebrate a special 

occasion. They are held in the city streets, accompanied 

by music and dance routines to encourage the residents’ 

participation.  

iii. Community market / Pop up Street stalls Or street 

Bazar: they are weekly or monthly market that provides 

the need of community and takes advantage of the 

seasonal demands.  
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iv. Sports Events: Introducing themed Event that 

Promotes healthy lifestyle through encouraging the 

residents and visitors to participate in competitive sports  

v. Urban farming: A sustainable activity that 

encourages residents to explore the ideas of urban farming 

within their public spaces and form a social network for 

agricultural lovers 

 c. Special site characteristics 

 Characteristics can be required for each theme or type of 

event. 

 d. Duration and repetition 

 The duration of the event that will liven up the public space 

and intensify the lived experience 

3. Symbolic meaning  
Social, economic, political, and physical contexts all reflect on 

the neighborhood’s identity, which must be represented in the 

event. Events can reflect the existing or new identity. 

4. Short term tools for place-making 
a. Required infrastructure:  

 These include the entire necessary infrastructure required to 

establish the event such as electricity (portable generator or 

provided on-site), existing lighting (which will help to decide 

the additional lighting location).  

 
b. Uses and activities 

 
 List of various activities that the event provides, 

such as food kiosks, children inflatable games, and 

food kiosks. 

 Temporary structure such as theater, stage, kiosks 

 c. Comfort and image  

 
 Mobile seating areas/benches (such cover min of 

10% of the expected site users  

 Temporary mobile lighting to provide safety  

 Movable trash container for waste disposal, the 

Event organizer should dispose of any waster 

according to the municipal procedure without 

overload the existing system 

 Mobile shading devices, such as canopies, umbrella, 

tents  

 Portable amenities (food trucks /kiosks, toilet) 

 Official patrols to increase safety and avoid crimes 

 Moveable flowering pots / artificial turf for 

enhancing the appearance 
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d. Access and linkage 

 
 Mobile handicap accessibility (ramps, curb cut) 

 Mobile signs for temporary public transit drop off  

 Mobile signs for wayfinding  

 Rerouting of traffic for temporary pedestrianization  

 Turning some vacant lands to temporary parking 

lots 

 Mobile traffic speed calming tools 

 Painted crossroads/bike lanes  

 Moveable barriers for achieving the sense of 

enclosure 

 
e. Sociability 

 
 Extended use of place during the Event  

 Public volunteering and participant of Youth 

5. Management system & procedure a. Political support and procedure 

 
 Quick approval system to encourage the repetition 

and start of the temporary Events within several 

neighborhoods. That would entail the following: 

‒ Clear and understandable procedure to 

follow by applicants of different 

backgrounds 

‒ Speedy and swift processing time for the 

application to obtain the necessary legal 

permission  

 Producing a user’s guide, and regulations for all 

categories of stakeholders (community members, 

private sector) and permits for the use such as 

Public Space Construction Permit, Public Space 

Occupancy Permit, Property Owner Approval, 

Parks & Recreation Permit and Public Gathering 

Permit. 

 Producing a user’s guide for each type/theme of 

event/ sites allowed for temporary urbanism 

 Producing a user’s guide for precaution and safety 

measures needed  

 Availability of the official vendors for temporary 

place-making tools  

 
b. Planning and long term vision 

 
 Monitoring of spaces for maintaining the cycle of 

demand and supply 

 Reflection of any Permanent measures to be taken 

as a result of the temporary Event, as observed from 

the case studies, some of the case's events allowed 

for the municipality to permanently enclose the 

streets to allow for easier access to the public space 

 Engage the public for knowing needs and in 

decision making  

 
c. Event Management and planning 

 
 State clear goals for an Event that Coincides with 

urban development plans for the neighborhood on a 

micro-scale and city on a macro scale. 
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 Identify the stakeholder, Funding, and costs 

(sponsor, community representatives, volunteers, 

local business) 

 Clear Event plan to minimize the risk of conflict 

between the stakeholders involved in a project 

 Follow guidelines and procedure provided by the 

municipality and required permits   

 Clearly defined (social, economic, management) 

expected outcome defined by the organizer  

 Rate of repetition of an Event and future implication 

or development and its reflection on the urban city 

planning.  

The previous criteria and indicators emphasize the need for a complete and systematic 

framework that clarifies the relationship and sequence of the criteria and the method of 

deciding their measurable indicators. The initial framework was proposed (Figure 4-8).  

 

Figure 4-8: Initial framework criteria and indicators (Source: Author)  

 

4.5 Validation survey 

4.5.1 The survey objectives 

The survey is a practical tool for data gathering and analyzing; it was conducted through 

electronic participation. It considers several factors, such as the designed questionnaire, 

selected participants, method of delivery, and the sample size. The survey combines the 

framework aspects (physical, management, governmental, and social) and aims to 

verify these aspects and weigh its importance. The survey was sent to experts in relevant 

fields to the research, including municipality officials, urban planners, city planners, 

urban designers, architects, and event planners and organizers. 
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4.5.2 The questionnaire description  

The questionnaire (Appendix B) is divided into five main parts; the first part is the 

general demographic, followed by four parts that reflect the framework criteria. The 

type of questions used were rating and open-ended questions. The rating questions use 

the numeric scale to calculate the importance weight for particular attributes/indicators 

of each criterion. The numeric scale from 1-5 where 1 is ‘Least important’ and 5 is 

‘very important. This method is quick to analyze and process. The second type of 

question is open-ended questions, which are used for comments and suggestions to be 

considered.   

4.5.3 The survey finding and analysis:  

The questionnaire received 30 respondents from different professions, out of 

which architects and urban design were the majority, the highest ratio are Ph.D. holders. 

The majority of participants were between 25-39 years old, and almost equal male to 

female ratio. The answers of rating questions were analyzed using Graphpad prism. 

Prism is a scientific 2D graphing and statistics software used for data organizing, 

presenting, and analyzing. Appendix C is a brief about Graphpad Prism terminologies 

and bar chart used in this research (“GraphPad Prism,” 2020). Using Prism, the mean 

was calculated and present in a bar chart representing the importance of criteria. 

Following this technique for all the rating questions and taking into consideration the 

comments in the open-ended questions. Accordingly, the framework criteria would be 

updated to take into consideration the results of the questions. 

1.  Public Space Physical Criteria:  

The first Aspect (the location selection), Table 4-3 represents the result and the 

mean of each answer. The results show that the most important criteria are accessibility, 

followed by connectivity. The centrality aspect, its rate is the lowest with a mean of 

3.9and standard deviation of 0.9, and since the answers were distributed equally for 
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scale 3-4-5, which reduces its importance and focus. Regarding the site selection, the 

result shows that essential aspects would be the rate of visitors, place keeping while 

ownership and absences of physical obstacles show similar mean average. Additional 

remarks including the demographic of the district, which would be taken into 

consideration in the background of the analysis; however, it is believed that 

demographic is not part of the physical criteria of site or location selection. 

Table 4-3: Physical criteria (Source: Author) 

Physical criteria  

Location selection  

 

 

 A B C  

Number of values 30 30 30  

Minimum 4 3 2  

25% Percentile 5 4 3  

Median 5 4 4  

75% Percentile 5 5 5  

Maximum 5 5 5  

Mean 4.8 4.367 3.9  

Std. Deviation 0.4068 0.5561 0.9229  
 

Site selection  

 

 

 A B C D 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 3 2 2 1 

25% Percentile 4 4 3 3 

Median 5 4 4 4 

75% Percentile 5 5 4 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.4 4.1 3.767 3.633 

Std. Deviation 0.724 0.803 0.8584 1.098 
 

 

2. Event Selection Criteria  

The results in Table 4-4 of the Event selection criteria layers show that type and 

theme, and site characteristics are higher in importance than duration. Furthermore, the 

theme of the local Event proposed activities rated within medium to high importance, 

the highest in the community market since it would appeal to the most residence and 
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culture while least is parades. Additional events include art and cultural, religious, 

small-medium gathering for a broader range of activities. The unique site characteristics 

for each Event type can be summarized, as festivals require a higher degree of 

permeability, parade requires axiality, and market, sports, farming require enclosure   

(Figure 4-9). 

Table 4-4: Event selection criteria (Source: Author). 

Event selection criteria   

General criteria  

 

 

 A B C D 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 3 3 3 2 

25% Percentile 4 3.75 3 4 

Median 5 4 4 4 

75% Percentile 5 4.25 4 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.6 4 3.833 4.233 

Std. Deviation 0.6747 0.6948 0.6989 0.8584 
 

Local event theme   

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of 

values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 2 2 3 1 0 

25% Percentile 3 3 4 4 3 

Median 4 4 5 5 4 

75% Percentile 5 4.25 5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4 3.8 4.6 4.267 3.533 

Std. Deviation 0.9469 0.8867 0.6215 0.9803 1.332 
 

Special site characteriscis   

Degree of enclosure   

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 1 1 1 1 0 

25% Percentile 4 3 4 4 3 

Median 4 4 5 4.5 4 

75% Percentile 5 4.25 5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.1 3.6 4.433 4.133 3.9 

Std. Deviation 1.094 1.248 0.8976 1.167 1.322 
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Degree of axiality   

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 2 2 2 0 0 

25% Percentile 3 3.5 4 3 3 

Median 4 4 5 4 4 

75% Percentile 5 5 5 5 4 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 3.92 4.08 4.4 3.84 3.48 

Std. Deviation 0.9092 0.8622 0.866 1.281 1.262 
 

Degree permeability  

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 2 2 3 1 0 

25% Percentile 3 3.5 4 3 3 

Median 4 4 4 4 4 

75% Percentile 5 5 5 5 4.5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.04 4.12 4.24 3.84 3.6 

Std. Deviation 0.9345 0.8813 0.5972 1.248 1.291 
 

symbolic meaning  

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 1 1 1 1 0 

25% Percentile 3 4 3 2.5 3 

Median 4 5 4 4 4 

75% Percentile 5 5 4.5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.04 4.24 3.84 3.76 3.72 

Std. Deviation 1.172 1.012 0.9866 1.422 1.37 
 

 

 

Figure 4-9: Site characteristics of various Events (Source: Author). 
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3. Physical Intervention and Tools  

The temporary tools utilized within temporary events were divided based on the 

four successful place diagrams. Table 4-5 present the mean of all four categories; they 

can be arranged to usage, comfort and image, sociability, and access and linkage. The 

result notes the importance of each element to include within the final framework. 

Furthermore, the overall sequence of each of the four aspects can be arranged based on 

their importance (Figure 4-10). 

Table 4-5: Physical intervention and tools (Source: Author). 

Physical intervention and tools   

Uses and activities  

 

 

 A B    
Number of values 30 30    
Minimum 2 4    
25% Percentile 4 4    
Median 5 5    
75% Percentile 5 5    
Maximum 5 5    
Mean 4.44 4.6    
Std. Deviation 0.7681 0.5     

Sociability  

 

 

 A B    

Number of values 30 30    
Minimum 4 2    
25% Percentile 4.5 3.5    
Median 5 4    
75% Percentile 5 5    
Maximum 5 5    
Mean 4.76 4.08    
Std. Deviation 0.4359 0.9539     

Access and linkage 

 

 

 A B C D E F 

Number of 

values 30 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 1 2 3 1 3 3 

25% 

Percentile 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Median 4 5 4 5 5 5 

75% 

Percentile 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.08 4.36 4.24 4.28 4.52 4.56 

Std. 

Deviation 0.9092 0.9522 0.5972 0.9798 0.7141 0.6506 
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Safety and comfort 

 

 

 A B C D E F 

Number of 

values 30 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 1 3 2 0 3 1 

25% Percentile 4 4 4 4 4 3 

Median 5 5 5 5 5 4 

75% Percentile 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 5 

10% Percentile 2.6 4 3.6 2.6 3 3 

90% Percentile 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.48 4.6 4.6 4.2 4.56 4 

Std. Deviation 1.046 0.5774 0.7638 1.19 0.7118 1 
 

 

 

Figure 4-10: Importance of each aspect (Source: Author). 

4. Management 

Management in terms of political support and procedure and planning both scored 

high results. Especially the political support and procedure, three aspects scored higher 

than 4.5. Most comments are recommended to separate the management of events and 

city management in different categories since they both affect the Event's success and 

contribute to temporary urbanism. 
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Table 4-6: Management criteria (Source: Author). 

Management  

Political support and procedure 

 

 

 A B C D E 

Number of values 30 30 30 30 30 

Minimum 3 3 3 3 3 

25% Percentile 4 4 4 4 4 

Median 5 5 5 4 5 

75% Percentile 5 5 5 5 5 

Maximum 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 4.48 4.52 4.52 4.24 4.44 

Std. Deviation 0.6532 0.6532 0.5859 0.7234 0.6506 
 

Planning and long term vision 

 

 

 A B C   

Number of values 30 30 30   

Minimum 3 3 3   

25% Percentile 4 4 3   

Median 5 4 4   

75% Percentile 5 5 5   

Maximum 5 5 5   

Mean 4.52 4.2 4.12   

Std. Deviation 0.6532 0.6455 0.8813   
 

 

According to the previous analysis, the framework sequence was re-evaluated to 

consider all the comments. Including dividing the management into two aspects, the 

first is at the beginning that will initiate the idea on the city level. Followed by the site 

selection criteria, including physical and Event selection criteria. The proposed physical 

intervention and, finally, the management of Event recommendation. 
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Figure 4-11: The completed framework (Source: Author). 
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4.6 Developing the framework structure and configuration 

Based on the previous discussion, the configuration of the main criteria and its 

objective in reaching the final proposed framework (Figure 4-11). (Figure 4-12) shows 

the frameworks’ criteria and the achieving objectives, further breakdown of each 

section is presented below;  

 

Figure 4-12: Basic criteria and objectives of the framework (Source: Author). 

A. Municipal Management and Design Consideration 

The first criterion is “Municipal management and design consideration,” which 

targets Governmental/ Municipal processes to facilitate and encourage temporary 

urbanism. Consists of two layers (Figure 4-13). The first deals with political support 

and procedure required from the municipalities. The second layer is the long-term plan, 

which deals with plans that municipalities need to consider to continue the success of 

the public spaces and increase the activity layer. 

 

Figure 4-13: Part framework considering the municipal management (Source: Author). 
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B. Public Space Physical Criteria 

The geographical and physical criteria aim to map public spaces to decide on 

appropriate event locations (Figure 4-14). This criterion is layered into two categories. 

First, the general location, followed by the second layer, which indicates site selection, 

consists of narrowing down the sites to fit the research target to revive and activate the 

sluggish public spaces.  

 

Figure 4-14: Part of framework considering physical criteria (Source: Author). 

 

C. Event Selection Criteria 

This criterion represents the selection of the experience lived through the event. It 

is represented as event selection criteria (Figure 4-15) and consists of three layers, 

starting with deciding the theme of the event and the number of users that move us to 

the next layer, which consists of special site characteristics for each Event. This would 

narrow down the selection from the first phase into sites that suit the proposed Event 

and duration.  
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Figure 4-15: Event selection criteria (Source: Author). 

1. Physical Intervention and Tools for Place-making Criteria 

This criterion aims for a successful event by utilizing physical intervention and tools 

for place-making tools. They are divided into two layers of indicators. The first is 

infrastructure, which requires municipal agreement and permits applications such as 

electricity, lighting, car parking.  

Then the place-making temporary tools which will make the Event more 

successful. They are divided into four place diagram categories, uses, and activities, 

comfort, and image, access and linkage, and sociability, as seen (Figure 4-16).  
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Figure 4-16: Physical interventions and tools (Source: Author). 

2. The Event Management Criteria 

Event management is the last criterion, which aims to list the impact and alignment 

of event on city planning and directed to the event organizers.  (Figure 4-17). 

 

Figure 4-17: Event management (Source: Author). 
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4.7 Conclusion 

This chapter presented the key finding of the research. The goal is achieved 

through the stages of analysis of the literature review data, identifying the criteria and 

indicator, followed by developing the initial framework then validation through survey 

in order to reach the final framework presented in (Figure 4-11). The proposed 

framework is divided into four sections; each section serves a purpose. The first part is 

for municipal officials to decide the location and encourage the community to 

participate in outdoor activities. The second is a tool for location selection and spatial 

analysis of event spaces by all stakeholders. The third part represents the tools that 

would be implemented by event organizers and designers as tools for the success of 

public spaces. The fourth part is for the management of successful events. The 

framework is a guideline to benefit the community and enhance the overall quality of 

life and public spaces. This discussion can be continued with the next chapter to validate 

the site selection and spatial consideration section through the case study of the 

neighborhood within Jeddah.  
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CHAPTER 5  A CASE STUDY APPLICATION FOR OF THE 

PROPOSED FRAMEWORK  

5.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter highlighted the process of devising the criteria of the 

conceptual framework. This chapter examines part of the framework that deals with 

physical criteria (selecting location and site for events). This part acts as the decision 

support system for selecting a suitable public space and events. This application 

examines the role of temporary development across a selected neighborhood within 

Jeddah. The site decision supporting system covers two criteria, physical criteria and 

event selection criteria. They are divided into three parts; location selection, site 

selection, and special site characteristics (Figure 5-1). The primary method used for the 

analysis is Space syntax. It measures each aspect to reach a map with the expected 

location that suits each type of Event.  

 

Figure 5-1: Site selection criteria (Source: Author). 

5.2 Validation study  

5.2.1 Aim and method of application: 

The main aim is to put the proposed framework to the test to validate the process 

and the decision-making tool to find the sluggish sites across the district, and choose 

which ones fit events. The study considers the street network and the public spaces and 

vacant lands in a selected district in Jeddah.  



86 

 

The application of the study on a local district in Jeddah allows understanding the 

local network and the social and cultural impact. Statistical and simulation analysis is 

best suited to gain the insight needed to validate the framework (Figure 5-2). The 

statistical analysis included a survey, which aimed to understand the current pattern of 

use, the frequency of visits, and the acceptance of the idea of events of public spaces in 

their neighborhood. 

Followed by a simulation analysis, which utilized the use of space syntax theories 

to test the spatial criteria. Space syntax is a set of theories and techniques for analyzing 

street network. The concept is developed mainly for urban design and architecture to 

understand the value and morphology of urban patterns. The use of simulation software 

“DepthMapX” developed by Alasdair Turned helps produce maps and perform graph 

analysis. The software performs the spatial network analysis (axial, segment, and visual 

analysis) (Klarqvist, 1993; UCL, 2020). Appendix D is a glossary of the main space 

syntax terminologies used in this research.  

The methods chosen for the validation study result in a map of suitable sites for 

successful events, which aims to revive the neighborhood public spaces.  

 

Figure 5-2: Methodology of analysis for  the study (Source: Author) 
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5.2.2 Stages of study: 

The decision-making tool is extracted from the framework based on two criteria 

and is divided into the macro and micro scale. The macro-scale deals with identifying 

spaces and the accessibility, connectivity, and centrality analysis within the district. The 

micro-scale deals with site selection criteria, including site condition, shape and 

configuration, and the symbolic meaning. The 2 phases outlined above are represented 

in (Figure 5-3), and each part is defined below:  

 
Figure 5-3: Research strategy (Source: Author). 

 

A. Macro-scale  

1. Accessibility: Accessibility is related to how easy to arrive at one’s destination. 

It also means “the intensity of possibility of interaction.” Analyzing the street 

network using choice (through-movement) measures the spatial accessibility 

quantitatively. (Greene, Reyes, & Castro Santiago, 2012).  

2. Spatial permeability and connectivity: Connectivity of the street network 

measures the complexity of pathways within an urban area. It deals with the 

routes leading to the space and its connection to the urban pattern. Street 

connectivity is vital for measuring the level of activity associated with travel to 

parks or with the likelihood of using parks for physical activity (Koohsari, 

Kaczynski, Mcormack, & Sugiyama, 2014). 
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3. Centrality: It is the range for the pedestrian to commute 400 m and 800 m. 

B. Micro-scale  

1. Level of activity:  The research targets to revitalize sluggish public spaces that 

suffer from lack of usage; therefore, measuring the level of activity will help 

with the elimination of the sites that shows success. The analysis of global 

integration (to-movement), which is the level of integration or segregation. The 

study is built on the assumption if the public space is located on highly 

integrated axes, then it is popular and has a high level of activity and would be 

eliminated since this research deals with reviving public spaces that are 

underutilized and sluggish development. However, since the scope includes 

vacant land, if it is located on a highly integrated axis, it will not be eliminated 

since it does not have any level of activity, and being on integration assures the 

success of the temporary Event (Koohsari et al., 2014). Accessibility is linked 

to the concept of integration and the visual connection in terms of spatial 

configuration(Greene et al., 2012). 

2. The absence of obstacles is the lack of any structure that would prevent or 

harden the movement of visitors. 

3. Ownership, whether it is publically owned or privately owned, would require 

different legal treatment for hosting the event.  

4. Event spatial site characteristics: Followed by choosing the site that would be 

most appropriate for events as shown in the table below (Table 5-1) 
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Table 5-1: Summary of Event and site criteria (Source: Author). 

Type of 

Event  

Degree of 

accessibility  

Degree of 

connectivity  

Degree of 

centrality  

Enclosure  Axiality  Minimum 

area  

(sqm)  

Small 

festival  

High  High  High  Existing  

/temporary  

Not 

required  

500- 2500  

Parades Midway  Midway Midway – 

to high   

temporary 

for street 

closure  

required 1.6 km 

length  

Community 

Market  

High  High  High  Existing  

/temporary  

Depends 

on layout  

1000- 

2000  

Sports 

Events  

Midway  Midway Midway – 

to high   

Existing  

/temporary  

Not 

required 

600  

Urban 

farming  

Low  Low  low Not 

required 

Not 

required  

74  

Art and 

culture  

High  High  High  Existing  

/temporary  

Not 

required  

500- 2500 

Small – 

Medium 

gathering  

Low  low low Existing  

/temporary  

Not 

required  

200 

 

5.2.3 Methodology limitation 

Due to the time limitation, the method used explains the physical spatial setup of 

public spaces and cities. However, the interpretation of the results of the spatial analyses 

must be made in correlation with an understanding of societal processes and human 

behavior through In-field site observation followed by a desktop analysis. 

5.3 The study area: Al Salamah District, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

Jeddah has 210 districts, with distinctive characteristics and local social profiles. 

However, due to the limitation in time and data. The selected district main criteria for 

the study: 

1. Availability of information to perform the analysis. 

2. The district represents a contemporary residential area (reflect most of Jeddah 

neighborhoods).  

5.3.1 Al Salamah district 

Al Salamah district is located in the north of Jeddah within the municipality of 

New Jeddah (Figure 5-4). The neighborhood is around 693.4 Ha with three sub-districts. 
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Four main roads surround it, west is Prince Sultan Road, east is Al Madinah Road, north 

is Hira Street, and south is Sari Street.  

 

Figure 5-4: Jeddah map, the selected district, (Source: Jeddah municipality, 2020) 

5.3.1.1 The existing social and economic base: 

The land use consists of residential (mid-sized apartment buildings) and 

commercial (high quality along the main roads and small shops within the residential 

clusters). The residential and commercial buildings attracting many locals and 

expatriates families therefore distinguished with various cultural backgrounds and 

nationalities. The district is of the medium to high-density ranging from 5000-10000 

person / km2. The varied residence background with different occupations with middle 

income from 300,000 to 200,000 riyal/year (Figure 5-5).  
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Figure 5-5: Density and income level within Jeddah neighborhood (source: Jeddah municipality) 

 

5.3.1.2 Analysis of current urban pattern and public spaces  

The overall district follows a gridiron pattern. The current configuration of the 

district is divided into three sub-neighborhood. It can be noticed that the southern two 

sub-neighborhoods are more densely packed with residential units, unlike the northern 

zone where is have more white lands and services.  

The neighborhood has residential cluster parks and playgrounds as well as the 

newly constructed walkway and the multi-functional parks distributed along the 

neighborhood, covering 30 lots and around 18.9 ha. Public spaces within the 

neighborhood are with low-quality materials and are not adequately maintained, and 

their design does not convey any social or cultural meaning. There are 44 vacant land 

with an area of 62.6 ha. The rest of the public spaces are streets for circulation, 

roundabout, and street intersection leftover parks.  
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Table 5-2: Summary of Al Salamah district characteristics (Source: Author). 

Criteria  Al Salamah  

Location  North  

Municipality  
(source Jeddah local planning Atlas) 

New Jeddah 

Area (hectare) 693.4 

Population  
(Hamza et al., 2016) 

Medium density  

(approx.. 100,000 ) 

No of lots public gardens 30  

(parks, children playgrounds, walkways ) 

Area of public gardens  (hectare) 18.9  3% 

No of vacant lots (private) 44 

Area of vacant lots (private) 

(hectare) 

62.6 9% 

Land use : 

 
(Source Jeddah Municipality ) 

Legend : 

 

District map  

 
Legend : 

 

 

5.3.2 Local questionnaire analysis:  

Chapter 4’s questionnaire (4.3: Public opinion questionnaire:4.3) helped 

understand the district profile further since 17 responses were from Al Salamah district. 

This section separated the responses in (Table 5-3) to represent a sample of district and 

analyzed them separately.    
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Table 5-3: Questionnaire results - Al Salamah district (Source: Author) 

Part 1  

  

      

Part 2  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
err 

 

Part 3   
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Part 1: General demographic  

The highest range of participation was 50 and above years old, and almost equal 

ratio of male to female and Saudis to non-Saudis. Within the Salamah district, 59 % 

were employed and 29 unemployed, and 12 students.  

Part 2: public perception of the neighborhood public spaces  

The second part started with the duration where they lived in the district; this 

would indicate how well they know the place. The majority of the responses stated that 

they resided in the district from 5-10 and 2-5 for 47%. Many respondents identified 

walkways as the main public spaces in their neighborhood, followed by the cluster park.   

Regarding the frequency of use of the public space, it can be noticed from the 

large percentage of hardly use (41%) that these spaces are inactive and sluggish. While 

17 % responded, they visit twice a week, which means a level of success of the preferred 

public space, walkways. Since most of Al Salamah district respondents identified 

walkways as the most successful public space while all other spaces were ranked least 

successful, moreover, the highest percentage of usage was for walking. It is concluded 

that the most visited is a walkways; as a result, walkways will not be taken into 

consideration as a sluggish space since it has a high level of usage.  
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Part 3: Introducing temporary urbanism and events: 

 The final part of the questionnaire was regarding events and temporary 

urbanism. The first question to see the preferred type of event, festivals were the highest 

followed by markets, then parades and sports had the same response, followed by arts 

and, lastly, urban farming. Mostly preferred the events to be conducted on a monthly 

or seasonal rate, and suggested locations were vacant lands followed by neighborhood 

parks, Cluster Park, then playgrounds and walkways. The last open-ended question 

viewed participant views; it would be fair to conclude that people appreciated the idea 

of events and would participate and be part of the organizers. 

5.3.3 Application of Framework  

A. Macroscale: Location selection analysis: 

The process of assessing optimum location for events using framework starts 

with the accessibility. Using axial analysis of the street network to view the pedestrian 

mobility of the public spaces, to reflect on a suitable location. The axial maps are color-

coded such that red represents the highest value, while blue is the lowest. 

1. Accessibility  

Table 5-4 represents axial maps of the high and medium values of the accessibility 

axis. The axial analysis of district shows the highest value along the main road (Al 

Madinah road) (87207). Followed by secondary roads, however, most of the tertiary 

streets are not accessible. Accessibility / public spaces map: represent the 

superimposed the axial map and the locations of the public spaces, result in noticing 

that most of the neighborhood cluster parks are inaccessible. While one of the sub-

neighborhood parks and 11 vacant lots are more accessible. 

2. Permeability and Connectivity  

The intelligibility of the district is 0.29, since it is less than 0.5, this means the site is 

neither readable nor legibility (wayfinding is not easy). The axial connectivity map 
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(Table 5-5) of the district shows that the southern part has higher values (more 

accessible and less segregated) than the northern part. The highest connection is 

secondary street (Al Yamamah), having a value of 32 that provides a large number of 

possible decisions for routes. Considering the public spaces, most of the residential 

cluster parks are not fully connected; however, the cluster shows the hierarchy of 

connection leading to the inner parks. The sub neighbor parks are allocated on high –

average value axes. While the vacant land is locations, distribution is mostly on 

average connectivity axes. 

3. Centrality  

The district is divided based on the physical center of the district and its covering 

range of 400 m to 800 m. Table 5-6 shows the cover range of the district and each sub-

district. Since event spaces should cover a range of the targeted neighborhood, this 

helped assess the type of event and target audience with the location—events within the 

neighborhood or on the border attracting participants from other neighbors. However, 

in the case of parade targets the neighborhood, to allow for more permeability within 

the participants as well as not disturbing major traffic routes. 

The previous analysis concluded in a Map (Table 5-7) with three main zones; 

indicates the public and open spaces with varied degree of accessibility connectivity 

and centrality as options for different types of event based on events and their physical 

criteria, Table 5-1. The first is with a high degree of accessibility, connectivity, and 

centrality. The second is an intermediate degree of accessibility, connectivity, and 

centrality. Furthermore, the third is a low degree of accessibility, connectivity, and 

centrality.  
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Table 5-4: Accessibility analysis (Source: Author). 

Global choice  

 

 

Highest– Average – lowest value 

87207 — 32653   —   0 

 

 

 

Accessibility / public spaces  

Range from highest to lowest 

accessible axis and surrounding 

public space. 

 
 

 

 

 

High  

Low  

Segregated  

More accessible  

High  

Low  
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Table 5-5: Connectivity analysis (Source: Author). 

Connectivity   

 

 

Highest– Average – lowest value 

32    —5.2  —   0 

 

 

 
Connectivity / public spaces  

Range from highest to lowest 

connected axis and surrounding 

public space. 

 

 

 

High  

Low  

High  

Low  
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Table 5-6: Centrality analysis (Source: Author). 

Physical centrality   

Central zone of the whole district 

 

Central zones of sub-districts 

 

Table 5-7: Micro scale concluded map (Source: Author) 

Map of the zones with combined layer 1  

 

Zone 1: 
High accessibility  

High connectivity  

High centrality  

Zone 2: 
Intermediate accessibility  

Intermediate connectivity  

Intermediate centrality  

Zone 3: 
Low accessibility  

Low connectivity  

Low centrality  

       Zone 3: 
Low accessibility  

Low connectivity  

Low centrality  
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B. Microscale: Site selection:  

1. Level of activity  

This layer deals with the microscale and the site selection to minimize the range 

and identify which site would attract more participants and eliminate high activity 

public spaces since they are out of scope—using integration analysis. The local 

integration (Table 5-8) shows that the highest value is the best destination and to-

movement, while the lowest is more segregated and sluggish. The highest values are 

mainly three secondary streets (Al Yamamh st., Hadiqat Rami st., Sidari street) 

following by the transversal streets that intersect with them. However, the integration 

would prove the potential success of the vacant land since it is not currently in use. 

Based on integration analysis and survey of Al Salamah district, we can exclude the Al 

Yamamah walkway since the site is deemed successful by the respondents and on a 

highly integrated axis.   

2. The presence of obstacles in the site 

Since obstacles might hinder the site from hosting an event, few of the sites 

were excluded; especially the vacant land due to the availability of structure or 

construction materials, such that removing it would require a different procedure.  Some 

of the neighborhood clusters were excluded since now municipality built mosques or 

converted into parking.  

3. Ownership  

The ownership is observed based on the land use; all the parks marked on the 

district are publically owned while the vacant lands are privately owned. 

  



101 

 

Table 5-8: Integration analysis (Source: Author). 

local integration   

 

 

Highest– Average – lowest value 

4.0    —     2.25 —   0. 67    

 

 

 
Integration  / public spaces  

Visual integration  

. 
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Figure 5-6 present the concluded Map of site criteria with the zones and lots 

available, based on the activities that require a high degree of accessibility and 

connectivity can be located in zone 1, while zone 2 is the intermediate which focus on 

one sub-district, while 3 and 4 are most disconnected. Table 5-9 present the lots available 

in zone 1 and 2 according to their type.   

 

Figure 5-6: District zones (Source: Jeddah municipality). 

Zone 1: 
1 Neighborhood Park 
 (Walkway) 

8 vacant lands 

2 streets  

Zone 2: 
10 residential cluster park  
7 vacant land 

3 streets   
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Table 5-9: Zone 1 and 2 potential sites numbers (Source: Author). 

Zone 1: Potiential sites Zone 2: Potiential sites  

  
 

C. Microscale: Special site characteristics:  

The special features suggested in this research for some of the small-medium 

size events represent the essential criteria to be taken into consideration. Table 5-10 

shows the selected sites, their configuration, and the types of events proposed for the 

revival of the sluggish neighborhood public spaces.  

As observed in Table 5-10, the area of the vacant lands are too vast, which might 

require more sponsoring and funding or used for parking as a service to the Event.  

Alternatively, used to host events that cover the surrounding districts since these sites 

have high potential due to its high accessibility and connectivity.  
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Table 5-10: Site characteristics (Source: Author). 

 Public 

space  

Site 

condition 

(landscape) 

Dimension 

of  site (m) 

Area 

(sqm) 

Site configuration  Symbolic 

meaning  

Proposed Event 

Axial 

/liner  

Enclosure  

Z
o
n

e
 1

 

S
tr

ee
ts

  1  Asphalt  1600 x 10 16,000 Axial   Known 

for 

walkway   

Parades  

Sports Event   

 

V
ac

an
t 

la
n
d

 

1 Natural land 180 x 164 29520    Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

2 Natural land  49 x 35 1715  Enclosed by 

two buildings  

 Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

3 Natural land  49 x 89 4361  Fenced and 

trees around 

the perimeter   

 Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

4 Natural land  49 x 89 4361  Fenced   Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

5 Natural land 80 x 300 24000 Linear Fenced    Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

6 Natural land  160 x 68  10880 Linear Fenced   Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

7 Natural land  100 x 84 8400  Fenced  Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

8 Natural land  80 x 90 7200  Fenced   Community 

festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

Z
o
n

e
 2

 

S
tr

ee
t 

 

1 Asphalt  1700 x 10 17,000 Axial  Require to 

reroute traffic   

Known 

for 

walkway   

Parades  

Sports Event   

 

2 Asphalt  1700 x 10 17,000 Axial  Require to 

reroute traffic   

Known 

for 

commerci

al and 

restaurant

s    

Parades  

Sports Event  

Community 

market   

 

3 Asphalt  1400 x 10 14,000 Axial  Require to 

reroute traffic   

 Parades  

Sports Event   

 

C
lu

st
er

 p
ar

k
s 

 

1 Natural land 108 x 31 3348 Linear    Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events  

2 Natural land  61 x 50 3050    Market  

Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

3 Natural land  90 x52 3050    Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 



105 

 

4 Natural land  60 x 35 2100  Building to the 

north 

 Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

5 Natural land  80 x 52 4160    Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

6 Paved and 

landscaped 

60 x18 1080 Linear  Building to the 

north  

 Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

7 Paved and 

landscaped 

50 x 42 2100    Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

8 Paved and 

landscaped 

20 x 110 2200 Linear   Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

9 Paved and 

landscaped 

65 x 43 2795  Enclosed by 

trees around 

the perimeter  

 Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

10 Natural land   30 x 43 1290  Degree of 

enclosure due 

to Surrounded 

by buildings 

and trees  

 Small – medium 

gathering  

Urban farming  

Sports Events 

V
ac

an
t 

la
n

d
  

1 Natural land  130 x 40 5200 Linear    Market  

Art and culture 

2 Natural land 100 x 95   Fenced   

3 Natural land 40 x 30  1200  Degree of 

enclosure due 

to Surrounded 

by buildings  

 Market  

Art and culture 

Sports Events 

4 Natural land 100 x 100 10000  Degree of 

enclosure due 

to Surrounded 

by buildings 

 Market  

Art and culture 

Sports Events 

5 Natural land 100 x 45 4500  Fenced   Community 

Festival  

Market  

Art and culture 

Sports Events  

6 Asphalt  140 x 180     Next to 

sports 

club  

Sports Events 

7 Natural land 50 x 50  2500   Fenced   Market  

Art and culture  

 

 

 



106 

 

5.4 Conclusion:  

This chapter examined the spatial relationship of events within one of Jeddah’s 

district. The purpose is to reach the most appropriate location of events as part of a 

temporary urbanism approach, using three layers of spatial consideration to eliminate 

the inapplicable sites. The layers are concerned with accessibility, connectivity, 

centrality, and expected usage and site shape and configuration. The result concluded 

in a map with the expected locations. The analysis showed that most of the public 

cluster parks are inaccessible for district-level events. In contrast, the potential of the 

vacant lands is more applicable instead of being leftover underutilized. In conclusion, 

the finding provided a chance to revive public spaces and social interaction of the 

district.  
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CHAPTER 6 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION  

6.1 Introduction 

One major objective of this research is to invigorate the theoretical discussion on 

the value of using outdoor public events as a tool of temporary urbanism, which targets 

the revival of the sluggish and underutilized public spaces. Another important objective 

is to construct a framework to assist the city officials and other stakeholders. Also, the 

framework addresses the problem of unlivable public spaces at different levels of 

management and design. This final chapter provides a summary of the leading research 

insights and findings that were developed in the preceding chapters. Then it will 

conclude with the research recommendations and suggestions for future research. 

6.2 Research summary  

The main question raised by the study is how to turn the sluggish, inactive, and 

unlivable inner public spaces through the utilization of the development approach of 

temporary urbanism. Such inception is based on the employment of multiple temporary 

tools to achieve quick- though temporary- results of attracting residents to these spaces 

to interact and engage in active activities through the arrangement and management of 

those public events. Based on the analysis of the data collected from the literature 

review, the thesis's chapters presented an in-depth perspective of the theoretical 

discourse that resulted in a comprehensive and understanding of the research problem.  

Chapters 2, and 3, focused on reviewing literature that introduced the concept of 

“Temporary Urbanism” and the problem of the city’s sluggish public spaces. These 

chapters were divided according to three main parts. The first includes focuses on the 

temporary urbanism inception, its popularity, and the economic, social, and place-

making advantages linked to the success of space through its adoption. The second 

define the typology and nature of successful public spaces that would be discussed 
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within the scope of the research. It also includes the exploration of the nexus of the 

different factors contributing to the success of public spaces, theories, and approaches 

while focusing on the time layer. The third part of the literature addresses in detail the 

discussion of the utilization of one of the temporary urbanism tools, which are “Outdoor 

Public Events” and its spatial considerations and event management success factors, as 

well as the cases that study and interprets the use of public events for public spaces 

success and temporary tools. Both the theoretical background and the case study 

provide a base for chapter four. The framework focused on the public spaces’ physical 

criteria selection, tools, and techniques of the process management, which will ensure 

the optimum selection for the public space for a specific event. Such optimization would 

result in the user’s social enhancement and improve the resident’s quality of life.  

Chapter five applies the physical and spatial criteria on a selected case in Jeddah, 

Saudi Arabia, which concludes in providing a map that would suit the application of 

events as temporary use and success of event and place.  

In summary, this study explored one tool of temporary urbanism and its physical, 

social, management implications while allowing decision-takers to apply the Decision 

Aiding Framework for the revival of unsuccessful, underutilized, and sluggish public 

spaces.  

6.3 Research findings 

The main theoretical contribution that can be drawn after critically observing the thesis 

chapters are as follows:  

In response to the issue of the lengthy urban development process, the research 

discussed the discourse of temporary urbanism as a viable solution to revitalize sluggish 

urban spaces. The research shed light on the public spaces within the neighborhood and 
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examined their potential uses in terms of temporary activities for the enhancement and 

improvement of neighborhood resident’s social cohesion and the overall quality of life.  

1. The finding from utilizing events resulted in a structured classification and 

typology framework to establish for a clear comparison and mix-and-match 

appropriate type of Event with the most suitable form and specification of 

public space in specific spaces that lay within the scope of the research. 

2. The selected case studies concluded a list of temporary tools, which includes 

aspects of design and decision-making. These tools are used to enhance the 

public space’s place keeping in a temporary event. 

3. Within the context of Saudi Arabia, the present study confirmed that there is 

neither a scientific tool nor a standard procedures that may aid the city 

stakeholders in managing the poorly used and abandoned public spaces of the 

city. Even though in Jeddah, the temporary measures to revitalize the public 

spaces are not used by the city officials except at certain zones of the city, such 

as the old part (Historical Jeddah), and in certain times (Ramadan month) or at 

the outskirt vacant lands. Very rarely, inner-city spaces are used for temporary 

events, which led to the establishment of the developed Framework to apply 

temporary urbanism for the revival of neighborhood public spaces. 

4. The developed framework provides a structured measure to help the city’s 

stakeholders employ the temporary urbanism approach (through event-based 

tool), which includes spatial, and managerial criteria, indicators, and validation: 

a. The spatial decision-making section resulted in criteria for city officials, 

Event planners, and urban designers to use for narrowing down the 

appropriate location for events within the neighborhood. 
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b. While the management section concluded a set of recommendations for 

municipalities and officials to formulate as part of applications for 

events within the city, this would help keep track of the individual 

incidents and allows for control and monitoring. 

c. The framework research findings were validated by the presented case 

study analysis for Jeddah City, and the use of space syntax simulation, 

which concluded a map that would highlight local events potential 

spaces. 

6.4 General recommendation  

The research contributes to public spaces revitalization within cities and addressed 

the diversity activities and time dimension to introduce events spaces and their spatial 

configuration. Based on the framework findings of this research, several 

recommendations are suggested to help the city officials and urban planners, and 

designers in evaluating the city spaces. 

1. The consideration of the spatial configuration, such as areas and coverage 

range the degree of accessibility, connectivity, and centrality, when selecting 

the appropriate types of public events to assure the participation level.  

2. Using physical tools to design the Event area is necessary, such as the 

temporary use of furniture during the Event, to improve the physical comfort 

and image according to weather conditions in various climate types. 

3. As part of regulation, the provision of a guideline for the organizers and 

community members who want to initiate events. Adds social participation to 

the community, which encourage cohesion and enhance QoL. 

These suggestions are explicitly aimed at decision-makers, designers, and 

researchers to further the work in both practice and theory. 
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6.4.1 Recommendation for future research   

This research has a narrative nature. However, it reveals potential areas on 

which future research could profitably focus-on. First, the scope of the research is the 

public spaces spatial analysis within the neighborhoods, which focuses on 

neighborhood parks and vacant lands. However, this leaves an opening for research that 

includes another scale that covers the city, such as waterfront development, city 

squares, and other types of the city’s public spaces. 

The extraordinary aspect of the temporary urbanism is divided into events and 

building reuse. This research focuses on events; however, building reuse could be 

studied in-depth and related to the location and proposed uses. Furthermore, each type 

of Event can be further explored separately; for example, Framing is also an important 

mechanism through which event projects are pursued. 

The research focuses on the site criteria and management recommendations; the 

impact of such events needs to be further studied to include the economic, 

political aspect and negative impact after application, including (commercialization & 

privatization). 

Finally, As an extended research development nature, the findings of the 

research can be expanded into an elaborated application model whilst due to time 

restrictions, this study is confined to evidence gathering from books and journals, 

computational simulation, and site visits as primary methods of research. However, the 

research concludes that there is a need to build more modeling aspects that allow for 

further verifications of research findings. Such a framework shall try and explore the 

issues raised using varied methods of verification, such as field observation, to study 

the locations followed by analysis to add to the tire of the already proposed framework. 
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Appendix A 

Questionnaire for public opinion 

This questionnaire is part of an academic research for master degree program in urban 

design in Effat University  
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Appendix B 

Questionnaire for experts  

This questionnaire is part of an academic research for master degree program in urban 

design in Effat University.  
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Appendix C 

GraphPad Prism 7™ a program used for analysis of data from scientific researches 

and producing results and graphs. A mean, median, SD are expected to be calculated 

from the ordinal data collected was. 

 

A bar graph presented the results.  

The y-axis is the scale from 1-5, and the x-axis is 

the criteria and indicator or each question. The 

dots show the participants answers distributed 

along the scale. 

The bar chart represents the mean of each 

question. It can be noticed that participants 

answers are distributed around mean. 

The standard deviation represented by a T-shaped line in the middle of the bar , with 

an upper and lower end, Together representing mean±SD.  

The closer and less scattered the dots are, the smaller the SD line is, which in turn 

means more participants choose similar answers or in agreeance of the scale rating. 

The data is compiled in a table such that; 

 The number of values: represents the number of participants. 

 The minimum and maximum represent the highest or lowest rating, with zero 

as no answer given 

 2.25th and 75th percentile are the upper and lower quartiles represent the score 

25%/75%of participants gave that score rating or less. They are calculated in 

prism using  

 R = P * (n + 1)/100 where r is the rank, P is percentile, and N is the sample 

number. 

 Median represents the 50th percentile, which means 1/2 the values are greater 

than or equal to the median, and the other 1/2 are smaller than the median. 

They are calculated based on the binomial distribution. 

 The mean represents the average score given, prism calculates it by simply 

adding up all the scores and dividing them by the number of scores 

 The standard deviation (SD) is how variable the results are from the mean 

calculated in Prism, as follows; 

o Each (value-mean)2 calculated then added up, and the sum is divided 

by N-1 to calculate the variance ( where N is the sample size) .the 

square root of variance gives the SD. 
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Appendix D 

Glossary of space syntax:  

This appendix provides an overview of some Space Syntax and Depthmapx 

terminologies and definitions, which are used in the chapter 5 based on material from 

the UCL space syntax online training platform and a space syntax glossary by Klarqvist 

(Klarqvist, 1993; UCL, 2020).  

 Space syntax: 

It is a theory of space and analytical, quantitative, and descriptive tools for analyzing 

the layout of space in buildings and cities. By learning to control the spatial variable, it 

is likely to understand social experiences concerning the spatial form. Also, it is defined 

as a method of analyzing and describe the relationship between urban areas and 

buildings. The spaces are represented as voids, such as streets, squares, and fields. There 

are three basic concepts in space syntax analysis;  

‒ Convex space: it is space that any drawn straight line does not go outside the 

space perimeter. Represented used convex map, which consists of the minimum 

number of spaces that cover the entire layout.  

‒ Axial space: is a straight line. The axial map is a set of axial lines intersecting 

to cover the convex space. In addition, it is more related to global events. 

‒ Isovit space: The area that can be viewed from a point and isovist map can show 

the area based on a convex map or axial line.  

 Depth map: 

DepthMap is the software used to perform spatial network analysis. It is used to analyze 

various scales of the building and urban scale street network based on the space syntax 

theories. A map is produced to execute analysis, which may have social or experiential 

significance. 

 Axial analysis  

It is a way of analyzing a spatial layout after drawing an axial map. Axial analysis 

includes choice, integration, and connectivity.  

 Connectivity (degree) 

It measures the number of immediate neighbors that are directly connected to a space. 

  Integration (to movement) 

It is a measure that describes spaces and rank from the most integrated to the most 

segregated. Integration is usually indicative of how many people are likely to be in a 

space and is thought to correspond to rates of social encounter and retail activities 

Axial global integration is defined as the integration values of axial lines at the infinite 

radius, which can be used to represent a picture of integration pattern at the largest scale 

Axial local integration is defined as integration values of axial lines at the radius 3 (root 

plus two topological steps from the root), which can be used to represent a localized 

picture of integration. 
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 Choice (through movement) 

It measures movement flows through spaces. Choice measures how likely an axial line 

or a street segment passes through the shortest routes from all spaces to all other spaces 

in the entire system or within a predetermined distance (radius) from each segment. It 

predict the potentials pedestrian and vehicular movement. 

Axial choice is the measure of choice calculated within an axial map. It measures how 

often an axial line lies on the shortest topological paths (turnings) between any pair of 

axial lines.  

 Intelligibility  

Axial intelligibility indexes the degree to which the number of immediate connections 

a line has in relation to the system as a whole (it is a correlation between axial 

connectivity and axial global integration). When the intelligibility value is more than 

0.5 that indicates a strong correlation, or ‘high intelligibility’, which denotes that the 

layout is read easily and walkable for the public from the parts. 

 Connectivity  

Connectivity measures the number of spaces immediately connecting a space of origin. 

Axial connectivity is the number of other lines with which an axial line intersects. 

 VGA 

Visibility graph analysis investigates the properties derived from a spatial environment. 

The VGA can be applied to two levels, eye level for what people can see and knee level 

for how people can move, which is critical to understand spatial layouts.  
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 مستخلص البحث

 

العامة باالحياء السكنية. ألنها تعكس جودة الحياة ودرجة التفاعل  الفراغات خاصة ،المدن العامة هي جوهر فراغاتال

فراغات العامة الوجود العديد من مشاريع التنمية الحضرية يحيي مبدأ التركيز علي قتصادي. اإل زدهارواإل جتماعياإل

، يمالمعقدة مثل مراحل التصم و بالرغم من ذالك أغلب تلك المشاريع تتخذ منهجاً ثابتاً يتضمن العديد من الخطوات وجودتها،

وعند  .لتنفيذها على أرض الواقعكبر أ و جهداً  ذالك يتطلب وقتاً غيرها. و فقات الجهات المعنيه و سكان الحي موا ،التمويل

الستخدام استخدامها ا عدموجتماعي لى التفاعل اإلإتفتقر  نهاإ دوج   مدينة جدة العامة في المملكة و خصوصاً  للفراغات استقصاء

إن ف تحدث في المجتمع و بالتالي،ن الخطوات ال تتماشي مع سرعة التغيرات و التطورات التي أ. فكل ذالك يدل علي مثلاأل

 اً منهج عتبر التحضر المؤقتلألماكن العامة من خالل دمج عنصر الوقت. ي التفاعليستخدام نهج "التحضر المؤقت" يسمح باإل

للتنمية الحضرية يساعد على إحياء األماكن العامة. يدرس البحث "الفعاليات العامة"  كمنهج للتطبيق وقابالً  اً ومرن اً معاصر

هو وضع إطار عمل لتوظيف  من البحث العامة وأداة لتعزيز تجربة المستخدم. الهدف الرئيسي لفراغاتمؤقت لال إلحياء

ر عملية وامثلة متشابة لتطوياألدبيات ودراسات الحالة  تستقرءدراسة ال ههذالعامة في الحي.  الفراغاتالفعاليات على مستوى 

عمل. باإلضافة إلى تحقيق وتطوير معايير وأدوات اختيار وإدارة الفعاليات في األحياء في سياق المملكة العربية  بناء إطار

 المتدهورهالعامة  الفراغاتة إلحياء السعودية. يهدف إطار العمل إلى مساعدة أصحاب القرار على اتخاذ اإلجراءات الالزم

وتحقيق  محلياً  2030في المدن. يتماشى ذلك مع تحسين جودة الحياة في المدينة على النحو المحدد في رؤية المملكة لعام 

 أهداف األمم المتحدة للتنمية المستدامة على مستوى العالم. 

 .العامة فراغاتالو إحياء تنشيط ، الفعاليات، التحضر المؤقت، العامة فراغاتال :رئيسة كلمات
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 جامعة عفت

 جدة ، المملكة العربية السعودية

 عمادة الدراسات العليا و البحث العلمي

 

 رسااالتها، وتم على رافف المشاارف المكلف باإلشاارا، تحت إشاااحمد جوهر  هناديقام بكتابة هذه الرسااالة الطالبة 

ن بجامعة عفت، كجزء م سااااااات العليا و البحث العلميراتقديمها إلى عميدة الدإجازتها من قبل لجنة التحكيم، و تم 

 . الحضري التصميممتطلبات الحصول على درجة الماجستير في العلوم، برنامج 

 

 

 

 أعضاء لجنة التحكيم

 

 

 المشرف على الرسالة

 طارق رجب .أ.داإلسم: 

 ................................التوقيع

 

 المشرف المشارك

 عايدة ناير اإلسم: د. 

 ...............................التوقيع

 

 العضو الخارجي

 أ.د ماجد عطية : :  اإلسم

 ..............................التوقيع

 

 داخليالعضو ال

 محمد فكري. أ.د اإلسم

 ..............................التوقيع

 

 

 
 

  

 القسم ةرئيس

 خلود مومنياإلسم: د. 

 ...........................التوقيع

 

 عميدة الكلية

 رفت الشافعييماإلسم: د. 

 ...........................التوقيع

 

 سات العليا والبحثراعميدة الد

 العلمي

 ميرفت شوماناإلسم: د. 

 ...........................التوقيع
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 عفت جامعة

 والتصميم للعمارة عفت كلية

 العمارة قسم
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 العامة الفراغات حياءهج إلمنالتحضر المؤقت ك
 

 الحصول متطلبات الستكمال مقدمة رسالة

 الحضري التصميم في العلوم ماجستير درجة على 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 إعداد

 احمد جوهر  هنادي

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 إشراف

 رجب سعد طارق .د .أ

  عايدة ناير .د
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